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BILL-JUNTACY ACT AM1ENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumned from the 5th September.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

R. S. Sampson-Swan) [10.101: 1 do not
oppose this measure. It has been realised
for some time that an amendment on the
lines suggested was necessary and, indeed,
the subject was under consideration. The
matter has been fully explained by the mem.-
ber for South Fremantle (Mr. IeCallum).
At the moment there is one inmate in the
Hospital for the In-sane to whom this will
particularly apply. If there wos only one
such ease, it would be amnple justification for
the amendment, but in future there may be
greater need for it,

Question put and passed.

Bill rend a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Munsie in the Chair; Mr. McCallum

in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amcndment of Section 107.
Hfon. W. C. ANGWIN,: The Minister said

the Government had intended to move in this
direction. As the Bill seeks to amend only
one section of the Act, no other amendmenlt
can he included. There are other people in
the institution desirous of appearing before
a judge. At present a ease cannot be brought
before a judge unless he has a declarition
that the person is sane. Thereo are some in-
mates who, although they cannot be classified
as sane, might be capable of taking care of
themselves, and a jndge might order their
release on probation if! only they could be
brought before him. The Royal Commission
recommended an alteration so that these
people could be brought before a judge.

Mr. Money: Surely the decision as to
sanity is a medical opinion.

Hion. W. C. ANGWIN: Sometimes there
is a difference of opinion On the part of
doctors. A person may not be absolutely in-
sane but he fit to he discharged, although as
the law stands he cannot go before a judge
nd apply for his discharge. If the low had
been amended, as recommended by the Royal
Commission, such eases could have been pro-
vided for. At present if the authorities of
the asylum say a man is not fit to be released
he cannot go before the court and apply for
his discharge.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I am a
little doubtful as to whether it will he pos-
sible to bring in other amendments at this
stage, to cover the eases instanced by the
member for North-East Fremantle.

Hron. W. C0. Angwin: You can bring in
another Bill.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I would
not like to see this Bill held up.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: Let it go. My point
is an. altogether different one.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I will
take the risk of letting it go, sO as to avoid
further delay in dealihg with the case in
which the member for South Fremantle is in-
terested.

Clause put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and the

report adopted.

House adjournLed at 10.10 p.m.,

letettativc tteeemblip,
Thuirsdaiy, 20th September, 192$.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION-GROUP SETTLEMENTS.
Medical Care and Maternity Cases.

Mrs. COWAN asked the Premnier: 1, Have
the Government done anything to provide
any kind of medical care for the group settle-
ments? 2, Is it not possible to place this
most necessary matter in the hands of the
Medical Department to deal with? 3p If not,
why notV 4, I-ave airangement been made at
any of the group settlements to enable mater-
nity cases to receive proper care and atten-
tioni 5, If not, why not? 6, Is the Premier
aware that the Busselton hospital mid;Nifery
ward is closed and that there is no private
midwifery hospital in the 'town to take mid-
wifery cases? 7, When was the Busselton mid-
wifery ward closed, and for what reason? 8,
What arrangements are now being made to
handle midwifery cases? 9, Is the Premier
aware that correspondence addressed to the
BUSselton hospital on the 7th August asking
what medical attention is given there had not
been replied to on the 7th September, and
probably has not been replied to yet? 10,
Would it not be possible to provide one shack
at each group where maternity cases could at
least be given privacy? 11, Is the Preniier
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aware that otherwise women must remain in
huts which are like one roam, and which
husband and children must share for sleep-
ing and eating; that these huts are in mnany
instances without windoWs, and that nothing
has been dun-e to make them fly-proof? 12,
Has ally attempt been made by the Govern-
ment to secure the services of any trained
midwife who may happen to reside on a group
settlement, or to provide in any way for the
needs of erpectant mothers?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, It is
in the hands of the Medical Department. 3,
Answered by No. 2. 4, No; but provision
has been made at Busselton, and considera-
tion is being given to the establishment of a
hospital at Margaret. 5, Answered by No. 4.
6, No maternity ward has ever been estab-
lished in connection with the Busselton hos-
pital. A private maternity hospital vins re-
cently closed, but a new building with accom-
modation for four cases has been registered.
7, Answered by No. 6. 8, In addition to the
private maternity 'hospital, the Government
have approved of plans for a maternity -ward
as determined by the local hospital committee.
9, No. 10, No. A small hospital will be
erbeted at Margaret River. 11, No. The
temporary homes that I have seen are com-
fortable, clean and welt kept. Group settlers
are self-respecting people. 12, No. Group set-
tlers are in thle same position. as ordinary set-
tlers so far as medical attention is concerned.
There are Government or assisted hospitals
in many centres, including Jarnadup, Bussel-
ton-the head-quarters Of group settlemnewt in
those districts. Peel estate groups are near
to Premantle. A subsidised doctor is in prac-
tice at Margaret River, who will be avaiable
for group settlers and old residents.

BILLS (2)-THEIRD READING.
1, Local Authorities (Additional Powers).

2, Lunacy Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Council.

'BILL-IN'SPECTIONK OP SCAFFOLDING.

Recommitale.
On motion by the 'Minister for Works, Bill

recommitted for the purpose of furth, r con-
sidering Clauses 1 and 13: 'Mr. Stuhbs in the
Chair, the Minister for W~orks in charge of
the Bill.

Clause 1-Short title and commencement of
Act:

On motions by the Mi nister for Work; 'after
''4and," line 2, the words "subject as here-
inafter provided" inserted: and the words
''Provided that this Act shalt be in force
and have effect only in ,;uch rarts of tho
State as thle Governor 'drill, by Or'ler in
Council, constitute and defines as districts for
the purposes of this Act " added to the
clause.

(Clause 13-Inspector to be notified of ac-
cident:

On motions by Mr. _McCallum, the follow-
ing was added to Sabelsase 1:-''anfl the
name and residence of every person killed or
so injured, and' notwithstanding any other
provision in this Act, no repairs or alterations
to such scaffolding or gear shall be mnade
after such occurrence without permission ;a
writing of an inspector or of the local voficer
of polie if an inspector is not immediately
available;'" and in Subelnuse 2, after
''notice,'' line 1, the followinLg inserte:-
"gor makes or allows to be made any such
repairs or alterations without such permission
as aforesaid."I

Mr. A. THOMSON: Unfortunately I was
absent when the Bill was in Committee on
Tulcsday. Would it be possible for mec now
to move an amendment to Clause 255?

The C}IAM',AN: The Bill "-as reenm-
initted for certain purposes. I cannot accept
anyv new matter now.

Bill reported with further amendments.

I3ILL-R1EDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed traon the 18th September.
Mr. RICHARDSO'N (Suhiaco) [4.43): 1

have listened with close :attention to the de-
bate on this Bill, arid T have been surprised
to find that many members apparently are not
treating this as a non-party measure. To my
way of thinking, if there is one mneasure
which might be brought b-efore the House
to be treated as a non-party measure, it is
a Redistribution of Seats Rill. It shokild be
outside the sphere of politics in every way.
What appeals to mne is that in dealing with.
the Bill we are not dealing with it for our-
selves either individually or collectively as
mnembers of Parliament, hout for the whole of
the people throughouit Western Australia. If
we are going to do that, then there is no
niaterial reason whyv the Bill should be looked
upon as in any way a party measure. Ron.
nmemnbers may recollect that during the pas-
sage of the Electoral Districts Bill last sea-
sion, I spoke and voted against that ane-
ure, and gave my reahon far so doing, namely,
that in the metropolitan area it was gener-
ally indlersteod a redistribution on the liuepo
laid down in the Electoral Districts Bill
would give that area only J 4 seats. I and
others contended that we were jastifie1 in
having 35 seats in the metropolitan area.
That is confirmed in the measure beforr' us.
In the 'Electoral Districts Act ertain direc-
tions were given to the Commissioners. In
my opinion they have ably observed those
conditions, with the result that we now have
a fair redistribution of seats scheme before
the House. 'Whilst I agree that there are in
it certain anomalies that might have been
avoided, still I believe the Commissioners
have done their work well, taking into cont-
sideration the whole of the State. Because o~f
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that I will support the Bill, No matter who
framed the redistribution, it would have beeni
impossible to please everybody; for, after aill,
it becomes a parochial matter wvith members
of Parliament. The Commissioners have prac-
tically cut my electorate in halves. If I fol-
lowed my personal inclination, I should urge
the restoration of the old boundaries.

Hion. WV. C. Angwin: Apparently they are
satisfied with us.

Mr, RICHARI)SON: Hiowever, if I amn to
consider the interests of my constituients, 1
should be entirely wrong in voting against
the Bill, for the numbers of my electors
justify the claim that they should have two
represciitntives. I cannot agree with the
Leader ef the Opposition when lie says the
Commissioners were inefficient. land the lion.
member left it at that, I mnight not have, re-
ferred to it; but he went on to say that the
work the Commissioners wvere appointed to
do as~ merely a Job for an office boy. Surely
then, if the Chief -rustice, thle Surveyo~r Gen-
oral, and the Chief Electoral Officer are in-
capable of currying out work not above the
abilities of an office boy, it is time the Coy-
ernmenit took sonic stand in respect of those
gentlemen. However, such a1 contention serves
to show the weakness of the ease against the
Bill. It miust be admitted that the Leader
of the Opposition, if lie errs at alt, errs in.
his criticism of other people. lRememibering
that, I am inclined to think lie -was vinable
to find any valid opposition to the Bill. The
member for North-Elast Fremantle (Honi. W.
C. Angwin) criticised one member of the
Commission on the score of his political feel-
in irs.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I did not criticise
him.

Mr. Underwood: No, you merely said he
was a bit crook.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Although the hon.
member did not mention the name of the
Commissioner to whom he referred, it was not
difficult for us to arrive at it. Almost in tbe
samne breath the bon. member declared that
the Bill favoured the Labour Party as against
other parties in the Rouse.

Rion. W. C . Angwin: I said that in my
opinion it did.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes, I am quoting
your opinion. Prom that it appears that the
Commissioner alluded to must follow the La-
bour Party; for, acecording to the hon. mein-
her, the Commissioner is a very fine man,
since he overrode the opioions of the Chief
Justice and the Chief Electoral Officer. On
the one hand the Commissioner is condemned,
a-nd on the other he is praised. However,
these criticising are only so many personal
opinions. I desire to enter an emphatic pro-
test against the charge levelled at the people
of the metropolitan area by the member for
Geraldton (Mr. Willcock). That hion. mem-
ber went out of his way to say that tie
people of the metropolitan area, were the
greatest set of parasites in the whole of the
Commonwealth. 'Webster defines a parasite
as one who frequents the tables of the rich,

or n-ho lives at another's expense and earns
his welcome by flattery; a hanger-on, a toady,
a sycophant. In the face of that, the hon.
member says the whole of the people of the
metropolitan area are parasitesr

Mr. Lutey: Ile did not say the whole of
the people of the metropolitan area.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes, I em quoting
what the hion. member said. The member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwi)
took him to task for his expression. More
power to that lion, member, for his protest
showed that the opinion expressed by the
member for Geralfiton. is not shared by the
whole of the Opposition. I ant pleased to
know that. The member for Oeraldton was
entirely wrong. Take his own electorate, and
the port of Geralniton, where the greatest
nuniber of his electors reside: they are in
precisely the same position as are the people
of the metropolitan area. Probably the hail.
niemiber was uinduly excited when he made
his statement. Still, I regret his attitude,
because in the face of the inter'ectioe by the
mnember for NXorth-East Fremnan tle, the mem-
ber for Oeraldtoe persisted in the same
strain, and stressed the point that the people
of thiermetropolitan area were parasites. From
Midland Junction to South Frenmantle there
are in the metropolitan area 85,000 electors.
Amongst those people arc rich and poor, the
employer and the employee. Are Wve to refer
to the whole of them as parasites, toadies,
sycophants? Are we to allow that stigma to
remain on those people? I am oifiterieg this
pretest because we all know that those people
are net parasites, but are actually just as
good as the people in anty other part of the
Commonwealth, and just as essential to the
carrying on of the work of the State as are
the agriculturists, the pastoralists and the
miners.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The member for
Na tanning said wes were living on the backs
of the country people; and the "'West Aus-
tralian'' declared lie was correct in that.

Mr. RI1CHARDSON: Are we going to sit
silent and allow the workers of the metro-
politan area to be termed parasites? I do
not think any member other than, perhaps,
the member for Geraldton, would dream of
it.

Mr. Wilson: He did not mean it that way,
and you know it.

Mr. RICHARDSON: If be did not, then
certainly I do not know what he meant. He
used the expression and followed it up, and I
son fully justified in protesting against it,
for I represent quite a large, section of the
people of the metropolitan area. So I am
going to continue the protest, and I hope
publicity Will be given to it. If we are to
class the people of the metropolitan area as
parasites--the inference was that they were
not alesenving of representation bere--shall
we not class all people living in agricultural
towns, in sea-porte and in mining towns, as

parasites also? Those people are trading
and following industrial occupations just as
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zare the people of the metropolitan area. If
we allow that sort of thing to pass without
protest, we shall require to have another re-
distribution of seats nd cut out the whole
of the parasites. The only inference to be
drawn from what the hou. member sad was
that people living in towns are battening on
,other people and so are not fit to have repre-
sentation in this Chamber.

Mr. Underwood: And that must apply to
(ieraldton.

Mr. RICHAREDSON: Yes, and to the
people of nil otter towns. It was laid down
in the Electoral Districts Act that community
of interest had to he considered by the
Commissioners. It would not be good for
this State if we adopted the view that the
whole of the people have not the same com-
munity of interest. It is a silly old bogey
and nothing but a bogey, raised in by-gone
days whien redistribution was being consid-
ered. In my electorate I suppose every in-
terest 'in Western Australia is represented-
If that is so, why the need for stressing conm-
mnity of interest? It we ane going to make
a political bogey of it, why not divide the
areas in such a way as to have Labour Party
in one, Country Thirty in another, and
Nationalist Party in a third, and make a
redistribution on that basis?

Hon. M4. F. Troy:, With proportional re-
presentation i

Mr.RICHARDSON: If we consider com-
munity of interest, we must consider the
whole of the State. A resident of the metro-
politan area thnt says he has no interest in
mining, in agriculture, or in the pastoral
industry of Western Australia is not worth
keeping in the State. All of us are inter-
,ested in these things, and ninny of the peo-
ple limiag in the metropolitan area are dir-
ctly and financially interested in other parts
of the State. Because of that, there is a
real community of interest amongst the whole
,of the people. It cannot be successfully
maintained that one electorate differs from
another in this respect. I admit that more
employers than other people may be found
in one particular district and more employees
in another district, but community of interest
still prevails amongst the whole of the peo-
ple. Because of this, I feel amused when
I bear members laying such stress upon com-
munity of interest. Let any metropolitan
member look around his own district, and he
will find employer and employee living side
by side. There is a community of interest
between the employer and the employee, and
it exists in the forni that I have mentioned,
but it is not something that can be regarded
as distinguishing one area fromn another.
The whole State has a community of inter-
et-

Mr. Underwood:- So has the whole of the
British Empire.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes. We may at-
tempt to use it politically as a factor for
division, but it can never be used in any
other way. Therefore, the Criticism that the

Commissioners did iiot pay due regard to
communtity of interest rests upon a wrong
basis. A lot of figures have been quoted. Im-
mnediately a memiber on the Opposition side
placed his figures before the House, hie was
followed by a. member ou the Goverument
side who claimied that the figures were wrong.
it ib unneces-5-rv to deal with a mass of
figures. I agree with the member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) that
the namies of quite a lot of people hare been
left off the rolls nd hai-e not been consid-
ered in relation to this Bill. It is so in my
electorate.

Capt. Carter: Purely their own fault.
Mr. RICH ARDSON : But 1 also know

there are hundreds of names on the rolls that
should hare been taken off. If We could as-
certain the actual number of names wrongly
retained on the rolls and the number of those
eligible to he hut not enrolled, the result
Would be somtewhere about fifty-fifty. There-
fore wre may take it that the figures on
which this redistribution is based are prac-
tically correct. In the metropolitan area-
I am not speaking of the outside areas--it
would be imupossib~le for the electoral office
to maintain the rolls at top standard, because
daily people are moving from one constit-.
uency to another. Let me direct attention
to the voting ist 10 districts at the last elec-
tion. It is proposed under the Bill to elim-
inate the districts of Yilgarn, Mt. Magnet,
Mt. 'Margaret, 'Menzies and Cue. Taking
the whole of the figures for those districts
including the informal votes, at Yilgarn 768
votes were recorded, Mt. Magnet 899, Menzies
579, and Cue 528. There n-as no election
at Mt. Margaret, but I am giving that dis-
trict a similar total to Cue 's-526--which
should be somewhere near the mark. These
give a total of 3,298 electors, Let me nowr
show the difference between that and the total
for five electorates in the metropolitan area.

MAr. Marshall: My God, you will not make
that comparison!r

Mr. RICHARDSON: I shall, for obvious
reasons. In the Canning district there were
6,849 electors, Claremont .5,638, Guildford
5,429, Leederville 5,592, and Subiaco 4,997,
making a total of 28,505. That is approxi-
mately nine times the number that voted in
the five outer mining districts. It is evident
there is need for a redistribution.

Mr. Mfarshall: On that comparison!
Mr. RICHARDS ON: Yes. The member

for Murehison cannot question those figures.
'Mr. 'Marshall: I shall question them. be-

fore the Bill passes.
Mr. RICHARDSON: 'Much as the hon.

member would like to question them, he
cannot do so.

Mr. Marshall: It is an absolutely ridicu-
Ious comparison.

Mr. RICHARDSON: There are members
that are ridiculous!

'Mr. Marshall: One is on his feet at pres-
eat.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I happen to be stand-
ing on one foot at present; the hon. member
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is evidently referring to somebody else. Thle
figures shLow that the people who actually
took an interest in the Parliament of the
State numbered nine in the metropolitan
,area to one in thle other districts.

'Mr. Coy boy: But the conditions under
which they record their votes are very differ-
ent. The people here have a polling booth
almost next door to them, whereas, the people
in the back country have to travel many
miles.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I recognise that,
Mr. Corbey: Your figures prove the necs-

sity for a redistribution, but that is all.
Mr. RICHARDSON: Yes, and the figures

cannot be questioned.
Mr. Marshall: Ridiculous!
Mr. RICHARDSON: If any of the com-

plakints voiced by members weare well
grounded, I should mention that advanced
by the member for Mt. Mageat (Hon. M. IF.
Troy). There certainly does seenm to be a
discrepancy, but all said and done, one die-
crepancy would not justify us in throwing
out thme Bill. I have studied the proposed
new electorate of Murchison, and have come
to the conclusion that it would have been
difficult to fix its boundaries in any other
way, Without doubt they have been so
fixed, apart from any political considerations.
Therefore, because of this one discrepancy,
the whole Bill should not be condemned.

Hon. P. Collier - Does it not commendI
itself to your judgment rather on account of
there being one particular seat regarding
which there is no, discrepancy at all!

Mr. RIC-HARDSON: The Lender of the
Opposition, in opposing the Bill, employed
some very futile arguments.

Hon. P. Collier: That is no answer to my
interjection.-
* Mir. RICHARDSON: If the bon. member

thinks he eart put words into my mouth,
he is mistaken.

Hon. P. Collier : Say Subiaco, for in-
stance.

Mr. RICHARDSON:. ]Wy electorate is all
right.

Mir. Underwood: Take Boulder, too.
Mr. RICHARDSON: I am prepared to

take my chance.
Mr. Corboy: Pilbars is all right.
Mr. RICHARDSON: Members from out-

back districts have dilated considerably
upon the fact of their having to travel great
distances, but I am not -aware that they
travel very frequently. Of course they may
do so unknown to me. The number of elec-
tors in their districts, however, is uniformly
small ni compared -with the number~ in a,
metropolitan district. No metropolitan
member makes a- personal visit to each
indi'vidual elector. If 'he attempted to do
so, it would take him four or five months.

Lient.-Col. Denton: Yon have a tramway
service.

Mr.. 'RICHARDSON:. But to visit the
home of each elector in my district would
take four or five riiontha, 'With the facili-
ties provided in the outer districts, except-

lag perhaps the North-West, each member-
wishing to call personally upon his electors.
could do it in the same space of time. The
member for Leonora (Mr. Heron) laid great
stress on this point; it would appear that-
members outback had to hawk fisb to their
constituents every morning. As regardis
visiting electors I think it is fifty-fifty.

Hon. P. Collier: They do the round with
fish in your electorate before breakfast.

MUr. RICHARDSON: Then we had better
start a fish round, The argumnent' of tho

"Iember for Leonora will not bear analysis.
I. compliment the member for Menzies (Mr.
AMullany) on his fine and manly speech.
Notwithstanding that he is one of the menm
ber-

Mr. A.. Thomson: One of the slaughtered
innocents.

IMr. RICHARDSON: rest he commended
thle Bill and gave good reasons for coan-
mending it.

Mr. Underwood: He is slaughtered.
Mr. RICHARDSON: I believe memtbers;

as a whole have been genuine in their ex-
pressions of opinion, but the outstanding
speech of all was that of the memnber for
Mfenzies. I believe the Bill will be passed;,
I hope so, because there is no doubt that a
redistribution is necessary. We cannot get
all we desire, but thle Bill does offer some-
thing. I believe it conta~ns a few aaomnaqs-f
and a discrepancy regarding the three seats
grouped in the proposed Murchison district.
This may be overcome, but it would be
unwise for the House at this stage to reject
the Bill on account of its containing entall
anomalies, If ever there was a period in
the history of Western Australia when
numbers counted, it should be the present.
We bare people arriving in the State in
considerable numbers, and probably another
redistribution will be needed at an early
dae, especinily for the agricultural dis-
tricts. I hope sincerely that some of the
optimism evinced by golddields members
will prove to have been wvell grounded.
Still, we cannot peer into the future or say
'with any degree of definiteness that the
goldlfields population will increase. Every
member hopes there may be such an influx
of people to the goldfields ais will necessi-
tate another redistribution. If that is
brought about it will show that the State
is prospering. The increase in the relpre-
sentationi to the agricultural areas will also
indicate that the same state of affnirs,
exists. In the ineantinte I hope this Bill'
will be carried.

Mr. WILSON (Collie) [51 1 do not
itend io give a silent vote upon this "Bill.

Wvith nmost mmbers I agree that it is neces-
Fary to have a redistribution of seats. T
think the three Commissioners who were ap-
jointed for the. job are just aks able, and( per-
Imps as honest, as mnost other men. I feel,
however, that the limited time at their dis-
posal and the instructions issued to them
did not give them a fair chance of bringing-
in an equitable redistribution.
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1fr. Davies: What instructions do you
7neanf?

Mr. 1VILSON: I mean the instructions
contained in the Electoral ,Districts Act
which, at the utst, eliminated four of the
50 seat.;. This left 46 constituences only to
be worked ot~t. I can hardly reconcile the
,quotas allotted to the North-West seats with
those set down for the agricultural seats.
Dunbury, for instance, has within its boun-
dances 31,433 voter;, and the four North-West
seats together have 3,635 voters. That is to
say, the tnemler for Biunbury represents prac-
tically the sane number of people as do the
four membemrs who represent the North-WeA.
There is a difference of only 200 voters,
anid this represents a glaring inequality. t
listened with a good dleal of amusement, not
to say patience, to the speech of the member
for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood). Ile called
himself an onlooker, and said that onlookers
saw most of the game. It must be remern-
bered, however, that lie is immune from any
danger under this Bill. I do not speak as
anl onlooker, hut as oae who is to a Pertain
extent an interloper under the Bill. A peti-
tion was recently presented to this House
from a district of which it is possibly thought
f. may eventually become the member. The
_3mmber for Nelson (Mr. J1. H. Smith) pre-
sented this petition on behalf of the farmers
atound JBalingup and Mnullnlyup. It is signed
'by 105 people, all of whom are apparently
inidicating that they do not want Wilson,

Mr. Davies: Not that. I think they said
they xvanted Smith.

Mr ISON: The petition is also signed
by the member for Nelson, and it was drawn
rip on the 20th August, 1Q23.

Mr. J1. If. Smith: I was only certifying to
it% correctness.

Mr. WILS9ON: The petition reads as fol-
lows-

Redistribution of Seats Bill, Nelson Ele-
torate: We electors of Balingup and MAul-
lalyup, sections of Nelson electorate, here-
by respectfully petition to have our dis-
tricts retained in the Nelson electorate.
-The proposed alteration of boundaries trains-
fers our district to Collie electorate. We
are an agricultural community, having no
nffinit' of interest 'with Collie, which is a
coal mnining and trade area. There are
mining areas in Nelson adjoiing Collie,
and hav-ing affinity of interest which could
be transferred in lieu of Balingup and Mful-
lab-yup. Your petitioners therefore respect-
fully petition you to retain Balingup and
Mullalyup in Nelson electorate, and your
petitioners will ever pray, etc.

'T~hen follow a lot of Scotch names. God
knows where they all came from.

The Premier: Did you draw up that peti-
tion?

Mfr. WILSON: A redistribution of seats is
necessary if only to do away with somie of the
twists and turns in the boundaries of the
electorate I represent. This map is a v-ery
:small boundary exhibit of my present elec-
torate, as it was when passed by this

House in 1911. M1embers on the other side
of the Chamber voted for that monstrosity.

The Premier: I voted for it. It brought
von into Parliamcnt.

Mr. WILSON: But I was here before the
remier, and before that Bill was brought in.
The Premier: Then it broisght you back.
'Mr, WILSON: And it; will bring inc back

again. Th~e people there know a good thing
when they hare it. This morning, before I
had decided to say a few words on this Bill;
I thought I would! find out if the boundaries
set out in the sniall map I have in my band
were identical with the boundaries set out in
the big map hanging on the twall, I noticed
that a place named _Kirupp was outside the
bmundaries of tl-e Collie electorate, whereas
on the map I have in my hand it is inside.
Pot the first tinie since this Bill was intro-
duced I went to see Mr. Cooke, the Chief Elec-
total officer, and he admitted that Kirupp
was outside the boundaries of the proposed
Collie electorate. That is where the com-
munity of interest comnes in. Kirupp is prac-
tically a timber distriet, and has been in
the Colie- electorate for over 20 years. It
has now been taken out of it, Not only has
this been done, but it is proposed also to
attaceh the hlalingup and Mfullnlyup centres to
my district. There is not mouch ia the way
of cuinminty of interest in an arrangement
of that sort. The member will reach his
destination on the railway at Baliagup, then
hie misses three stations and goes on to
Gzeenbushes. The member for Collie will
have no votes in Oreenbushes, but if he goes
a mile back he trill again come withi his
electorate in the vicinity of Brown's Mill.
Thero is community of interest between
Greenbushies and Collie, hut it is being ex-
eluded from that electorate, whereas the farm-
ing interests of Balingnip and Mfullalyop, in
which there is no community of interest, are
to be included in it. To make this appear
just, the Commissioners take the farming
community of Kirulpp out of Collie and put
it into Sussex, evidently with the intention
of giving the member for that district a bit
of a lift in his electorate. Let me take the
districts of Bunbury, Busses, Nelson, and
Collie. Fronm my knowledge of those dis-
tricts I would ay that labour, instead of
having two seats will, under this Bill, get
four seats. I do not complain about that,
hut I do complain about the community of
interest.

The Premier: You are counting your
chickens, as they do in Scotland.

Mr. WILSON: I do not count chickens I
cannot get out of eggs. I may in this in-
stance get 13 to the dozen; one can never
tell one's luck. If an additional sest had to
be given it should have been given to the
Donnybrook area. Bunbury's quota will be
3,435, nearly its maximum; Collie will have
3,397; 'Nelson 3,3093, and Sussex 3,263, mak-
ing in all 13,404 electors for the four dis-
tricts. These four districts could well have
heen divided into five, and such a division
would still hare given in each of such five
districts a quota greater than those provided
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for- Beverley, Forrest, Geralon, Irwin, andl
Pingelly. Thuy would have been within 199
of dangin, and be well ahead ot cteo Plan-
tagenet electorate, which is below the quota
of those suggested five seats. The Premier
says hie is going to spend something like
£3,000,000 in the South-West. If there is to
ba increased, agricultural productivity down
thecre, it must mnen an increase in the popu-
lation. There is no preparation in this Bill
-for the people who will go there to earn and
spend this 03.000,000.

Mr. J. H. Smith: None of it will be spent
in Plantagenet.

MIr, WILSONT: I am concerned about Collie.
Seine of the electorates in the wheat area are
at a standstill. On the other hand, Collie is a
big industrial centre that is growing every
day, just as Nelson is growing. I believe the
Sussex electorate is also going ahead every
day. No preparation, however, is made for
the representation of the new people who
will go to those districts, I suppose thre Bill
will be passed, because the Government
have the requisite numbers.

The Premier: You will vote for iT
Mr, WILSON: 1 will not vote for any-

thing that savours. of inequality. I anm not
built that way. I will vote my own way,
and that will be the correct way. Given a
free hand, I think the Commissioners would
make a very fine job of this redistribution,
but they will have to be removed from all
the disabilities of the Electoral Districts
Act. They should be gievir a chance of
making a good job of which we shiall all be
proud. In the circumstances, however, and
as I consider that a new seat should have
been given to the Donnybrook area, I intend
to vote against the Bill. I hope the coun-
try will do its duty and give it the go-by.

Mr. GIBSON (Fremautle) [ 5.27]: With
other members I am quite satisfied that a
redistribution of seats is necessary. He-
lieving that the quotas outlined in the
Electoral Districts Act were reasonable, [
gave it my support. I thought that if it
erred at alt, it erred on the side of gener-
osity to the outback and agricultural areas.
I should like to assure my friends opposite
who suggest that inflluence. may have been
brought to bear to secure ''cushy" seats
for those who supported the Bill, that I am
not one of those in that happy position. If
the electorate I represent had had its
boundaries arranged by my friends oppo-
site, they could not have done a better job
from their point of view than the Conmmis-
sioners have performed. In saying this I
have no wish to east any doubt upon the in-
tegrity or intelligence of the Commissioners.
I regret, however, they did not take the
trouble to visit the various electorates, and
see for themselves the result of their con-
clusions before submitting their report to
Parliament. The boundaries recommended
by the Commissioners for the North-East
Fremantle, the South Fremantle, and the
Fremantle seats, will mean not only my own
political extinction, which is a very small

matter, but -will also mean that those who
think as I do in. these distlicts will have no
representation whatever in this Chamber.

Mr. Marshall: We do not want to lose
you.

Mr. GIBSON: I hope the Bill wilt ye~t he
referred back to the Commissioners, in the
hope that something may be done to obviate
the unsatisfactory result I anticipate.

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) (5.30]: It
bas been extremely interesting to listen to-
the debate on the Bill. One realises, what
perfect constituencies we should have had
if only we had been consulted in regard to
the boundaries, and in respect of what i
known. as community of interest. r feel1
that my own constituency could, in this
manner, have been made a perfecetly safe
one for all time. Although many of us
are not satisfied with the work of the Coin-
missionl, I deprecate strongly the criticism
that has been levelled against the moinberi
of the Commission who dealt with the-
matter. Two of them are civil servants--
indeed the three of them are civil servant%.
-and it would appear that they are not
able to do anything that will give satisfac-
tion to this House. I am convinced that
the three Commissioners dlid their very best
in this matter and that at an;' rate they
tried to 'lo what was right. I hardly like-
to think, even, of the suggestion made more
than once in this Chamber that influence
was brought to baear on one of the Comnmis-
sioners. The metropolitan area is entitled
to ninny more seats than it has. Three to
one in quota has always been regarded as
the proportion allotted, that is to say, we
in the metropolitan area represent three
people to one represented outside that area.
That, however, does not give us the one
vote one value that we hear so much about
in this Rouse. The member for Claremont
(Mr. 3. Thomnson) has just shown us that
in many eases it means nine votes for one
value. Nevertheless, I think, members are
to blame an the matter. I do not know how
ninny hlIped, as every one of us was asked
to help, the Commissioners. The Electoral
Department sent notices to members ask-
ing them to assist to put namnes on the roll
and] to see that they were -in correct order.
It was in the interests of mnembers to do-
that, and those who did not comply with
the requoest suffered. In facet, oven those
who ilid, suffered, the mremnber for Perth
(Mfr. Msann) anid myself amiongst the nurn-
her, although we did try to help in every
way possible. I amii very sorry that we
cannot have compulsory voting in connec-
tionl with this Bill.

lion. P. Collier: A Bill to provide for
that could he introduced] this session.

.reg. COWA N: I wish we coold. do so. A%
one xvir has done a lot of canvassing I
realise that cormLI]rturo votine- would be very
valuable for stirring up political interest.
Compulsory enrolment does not enable us to
sit back and say we have no duties in the
matter of getting voters on rhe roll, nor does;
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it enable us to say that we should not help
our electoral officers in the way of getting
the electors to do their duty to the country
and to themselves. We have heard a great
deal ditectly anid indirectly with regard to
the amount of favouritisin shown in the Bill
towards this side of the House. That is not
so, because it favours this side so much less
than it does the Opposition side.

The Premier: Only the juvenile members
of the House have said that.

Mrs. COWAN: We must consider the Bill
from the point of viewv of the general good
and accept it as a 11il which is as fair au it
can lie made. I intend to support the secoad
reading.

Hon. P. Collier: This is a sort of Salva.
tion Army, meeting to-day-everybody is
testifying. Capt. Carter wvill now testify.

Capt. CARTER (Leedorville) [5.35]: 1
intend to accord my support to the second
reading of the Bill, but I amn not going to
testify in the manner the Leader of the Op-
position dlid, by saying that I an. faced with
the dilern. of impugning the good faith of
the Commissioners or expressing may con-
tempt for their competence. I belior e that
the work of the Commissioners has been clone
in a truly impartial manner, and if any evi-
deuce of that were needed, I can say that ,with the eseception of the one or two juvenile
members of the H-ouse, to Afhom, the Premier
referred, the general feeling in this ]House is
that the Commissioners dlid their work with
credit to themselves and] to this House. I
wish it to be clearly understood that I do not
regard the Bill as it stands to be a perfect
one. Like every other member, I feel that I
could have done much better. We [~are all
expressed ourselves, either inferentially or
directly, along those lines, but we have all
expressed the opinion that a redistribution is
necessary, and I sUppJOne there is onlyv one
better illustration of that fact, thain thie ekee-
torate I represent, and that is Canning. You
can take nine seats under the present distri-
bution, and, adding their to.tal, you do not
exceed the electors I have the honour to' re-
present in. this Chamber. It is possible to go
further and by adding the total of 10 seats
under existing circ-umstances, not aipproach
the total on the Canning roll. Anomalies
such as these speak for themselves and cry
loudly for redistribution. I have been, struck
by the divided attitude of our friends op-
posite with regard to the representation for
the metropolitan area. I snppose no sturdier
fight was put up by anybody than by cer-
tain members opposite, when the Electoral
Districts Act was before this House last ses-
sion, for an increase in the number of re-
presentatives in the metropolitan area. Yet
to-day we find some members sitting op-
posite who eomplain that the metropolitan
area will be over represented. But au the
Premier suggested by way rf interjection, it
is not the senior members of the party op-
posite who are making that complaint. All
the same the feeling is there that the metro-

politan area has, under the redistribution,
been given too great a representation.

Mr. Munsie: I do not think any members
on this side gave expression to that opinion.

Capt. CARTER: If the lion. member who sits
directly behind the mem~ber for Hannans (Mr.
Munsic) did not make himself clear on that
point, I am afraid I do not understand the
King's English. it is possible also that one
or two members on this side of the aouse
will subscribe to the same view. The mem-
ber for Subiaco (Mr. Richardson) jut the
position clearly when he said that the State
was made up of one people, who were
banded together as part )f a great machine
for the development of the State. We are
comnponent parts and each one is depuadeot
on the other. The charge that the metro-
politan area was filled with parasites does
not, of course, bear scrutiny, and is not
worthy of any consideration. I am glad to
find that no other muember followed the line
of argumnent enunciated by the member for
Oeraldton (Mr. Willcock). The lion, member
was speaking without his book. In the town
of Ceralton, which is the centre of his
electorate, there are people whose businesses
and callings are similar to those of the resi-
dents of Perth. Therefore, if the charge ip-
plies to the capital city, it can apply equally
to the town which the lion, member repre-
sents. Remembering the anomalies that must
exist in a growing State like Western Austra-
lia, "-e must keep abreast of the times, and
a measure of redistribution, when sibitted,
nmust receive support. I heard the Bill re-
ferred to by a member in 'lhe corridor as the
fairest measure of redistribution ever intro-
cluced into an Australian Parliament. I feel
that I can endorse the findings of the Com-
mission, although I admit that it would be
possible to improve them. But how to effect
those improvements I cannot say. I do know,
however, that every member must feel that a
redistribution is long overdue, and if he votes
honestly, irrespective of party interests, he
rmust vote for the second reading. One must
realise that, if any party has been favoured
or is likely, to be favoured more than an-
other, it is not either of the parties joined in
coalition on this side of the House.

Mr. 'Marshall: T suppose you know we are
losing three seats.

Capt. CARTER: If we are to believe the
memnber for Fremantle ',Mr. Gibson), the
party opposite are going to pick up one seat
there; if we are to believe the man in the
street, the party op 1Tosite will pick sip an-
other seat in Maylands; if we are to believe
what wve are told, they will pick up another
seat at Karrakatta.

Mr. Carboy: And another at North Perth.
Capt. CARTER: If we are prepared to go

on believing everything that we hear, the
Labour Party will come back greatly
strengthened and will occupy the Treasury
bench next year as the result of the redistri-
bution. Thiere can be no ground for any
charge of unfairness or gerrymiandering.
Thank Heaven that word has not been used
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in the course of the debate. There can be
no such charge made in connection with the
Bill, and I am looking for the unusual spec-
tacle of members opposite voting with the
Government for the second reading.

Mr. LATHAM1 (York) 15.43]: 1 am go-
ing to support the second reading of the Bill,
but I nmust say I am sorry that the Com-
mission received the instructions that Parlia-
ment gave them lnst year. I would have pre-
ferred to see a reduction in the number of
members by 20.

M~r. Marshall: And none in the Legislative
Council.

Mr. LATHAM: The hon. member might
himself seek election to that Chamber and
try to abolish it. I believe thnt 30 members
in this House could do as uiseful work as 50
are doing at the present time.

Mr. Marshall:- There are 22 country mem-
hers.

11r. LATHAM : Possibly the Country
Party would do considerably better if the
numbers were reduced.

Hon. W, C. Angwin:- On a population
basis3

Mr. LATHAM: I do not think any State
such as this could be governed on a popula-
tion basis. However, if we could get 30 men
who would devote the whole of their time
to the management of State affairs, we
would probably obtain better results than
those we are getting to-day.

lHon. W. C. Angwin:- Would those 30 men
give up their farms?

Mr. LATHAM: We would have Ministers
who would control the public purse better
than it is controlled to-day. I appreciate
to the full the difficulty of the task which
Parliament last year set the Royal Commis-
sioners to carry out. It is not easy to divide
Western Australia into 1 haletorsi distrirts
which will please everybody. In fact, no
Commission could do it; someone would be
sure to have a grievancee in any case. I do
not know that it would be possible to do any-
thing on so elaborate a scale as that which
has been done by the Commissioners and
show better results. In my opinion, the sele-
tion of the Commissioners was a very wise.
one. What I am mostly concerned about is
that sufficient time was not allowed to the
Commissioners to carry out this huge work,
which could not easily be done from Perth.
Eff~ectively to divide this State into electoral
districts would involve the necessity for visit-
ing various portions of the State. Still, a
good deal of assistance could have been ren-
dered to the Commissioners. They should
have been permitted to call expert evidence
from various districts of Western Australia.
To sit in an office and draw a map such
as thst we have before us, and in that way
obtain a proper redistribution, is quite im-
possible. If the rolls are made up with the
boundaries at present propposed, there will
be a variation of between 300 and 400 voters
among the various electors. Consider-
able assistance would hate been rea-

dered to the Commissioners if the work
of putting our rolls in order hand been
undertaken earlier. I do not know that any
serious attempt was made to put the rolls in
order. The only information I have received
up to date on that point is a letter addressed
to me by the Minister adnministWring the Elec-
toral Departaicat--and I suppose every other
member got such a letter-asking me to do-
certain things. It is very difficult for a
member to get out in his district and seer
that all electors are on the roll. I Wonder
whether the police officers were also asked tb
do it.

Hon. P. Colli: They were not.
Mr. LATHAM! I wonder whether the

mining wardens and Agricultural Bank in-
specters were asked to do something in that
regard. I do not say that a house-to-house,
canvass shouldl have been made, but I coni-
tend that a, great deal of help could have
been given to the Commnissioners if only the-
difficult nature of their task bad been recog-
nised.

The Minister for Mdines: We have corn
pulsory' enrolment.

Mr. LATHAM: I hope some day we may
have compulsory voting. Then probably we
shall. have better rolls. The only thing I
know about compulsory enrolment is that
some 50 fines were imposed on residents of
the town of York for not having notified
changes of address, One man who was sum-
moned for not giving his address correctly
was living in the same house with his wife.
They were living on a corner, and he said
the house was facing one street while his Wife
said it was facing the other. That man was
fined 2s. 6d. or 5s. He had not moved from
his house all the time.

'Mr. Hughes: What is the use of spending-
money to put people on the roll if they can
please themselves as to whether tbey vote or
not?

Mr. LATHAM: I agree that it is timer
people were made to recognise their electoral
responsibilities. Reverting to the Royal Com-
missioners, I am convinced that every one off
the three Commissioners gave his best ener-
gies to the State. Another means by which
assistance might have been rendered to them
was by checking our State rolls with the Com-
monwealth rolls. Our rolls were in a shocking
conditiqa1'

.Mr. an: Do you think the Common-
wealth rolls were in a better condition?

Mr. L-ATHAM:. Yes, because the postal
officers in each town attend to the Cotamon-
wealth rolls.

The Premier: How many Dames are therer
on the Commonwealth rolls?

Mr. LATHAM. I have not made a count.
I do know, however, that in every town where-
there is a post office, it is the duty of the
postal officials to see that the Federal rolls
are kept up to date. As regards the State.
rolls, neither the police nor anyone else her
much interest in looking after them, and con-
sequently they are aeglected. Although IE
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appreciate the work of the Commissioners, I
amn disappointed at the redistribution Which
has been made. I do not consider that jus-
tice is being done to the outlying goldfields.
I consider they should have another repre-
tentative. I doubt whether it is proper to
give additional representation to the metro-
politan area. 14on. members may laugh, hut
when they realise the wonderful work which
has been and is being done for this State by
the men in the outback districts, they will
realise the position and feel very keenly in-
deed that were it not for the goldields this
State would he 50 years behind in point of
progress. The mineral prospectors and the
niers gave the agricultural area its start,
and made Perth the prosperous city it is to-
day. If it is at all possible to give an addi-
tional representative to the outback goldfields,
I will see that they get it. I agree with the
comments on the proposed Mfurchison elec-
torate which have been made by the -member
for Mt. MSagnet (Hon. M. 1P, Troy) and the
member for Yilgarn (M-%r. Corboy). Gascoyne
and Boebourne seem two very small elector-
ates alongside the huge Murchison electorate.
The quota allowed in that area is 1,879.
Murehison has 2,202 electors, Coolgardie
1,850, and -At. Leonora 1,786. The Commis-
sioners there certainly got very close to~the,
mean if they did not exceed it. In this ConL-
nection I may echo the words used by the
Premier when speaking on. last session's
Electoral ]Districts Bill, that the goldfieldls
,will come again. Anything we can do to
assist the goldlfilds people should be done.
We should give them fuller representation in
this Chamber. They should have an adequate
opportunity of expressing themselves on the
floor of the House even if to that end two
additional goldfields members are necessary.

Mr. J. H. Qrnith.: Where are you going to
take them from I From the agricultural
areas?

Mr. LATHAM: I do not know yet 'Where
I am going to get them. However, there is
very little community of interest between
agriculture and mining. These interests are
distinctly different.

Mr. Mlann: They are both primary pro-
ducers.

Mr. LATHAMI: Yes, of a kind; hut it
appears to me that no man can rightly repre-
sent both. I hope that the boundaries under
the Bill will be so amended as to prevent
mining people from being pushed into purely
agricultural seats. I hope that such mining
people wrill have an opportunity of joining
a mining electorate, with which they will
.have real community of interest. The same
thing applies in the South-West. While both
are primary producers, the timber interest
.and the -agricultural interest are not alike,
,and they cannot be blended. If it is at all
possible I hope that proper consideration will
be given to the Murchison electorate and to
that portion of the South-West where the in-
terests are distinct. Going through the

figures, 1 find that in the agricultural areas
there are 13 seats over the mean quota, the
surplus being 3,712. Thus the agricultural
areas would he entitled to another seat, the
mean quota being 2,906. Ten seats, I find,
are under the quota; and in those ten seats
we find the two new electorates proposed by
the Bill-M1t.- Marshall, which is 448 below,
and Plantagenet, which is 424 below. Tak-
ing the whole of the agricultural areas, there
are 606 votes over and above the quota which
they should have. Turning now to the city
seats, we find that these contain in the aggre-
gate a surplus of 3,696 voters. On the other
hand, seven seats contain 4,397 under the
quota. After deducting the plus of the eight
seats from the deficiency of the seven, we find
that there are 701 voters under the aggregate
total.

Mr. Mfann: 'that is not much.
Mr. LATHAM: -No, but it shows that the

city seats are being given 701 under, while
the agricultural areas have to carry 606 ever.

Mr, Mann: That is splitting straws.
Mr. LATHAM: It is a fact, and metro-

politan members do not like it. That is why
we quarrel. If the figures had been in their
favour, I daresay they would have applauded
nie for quoting thle totals. As the figures
a re againSt the metropoliten area, initropoli-
ta ZItMeabors object. The metropolitan area.
has 8:1,748 voters, whith figure, divided by
-15, gives a mean of 5,5S3, I daresay I shall
get into trouble, but I will say that if I
divided the figure by 14, it would give a
mean of 5,910, which would represent an
average excess of 327 voters Over what the
quota is to-day. The figures to-day for the
metropolitan electorates are as follows-
Canning 798 over, Claremont 538 over,
Guildford 440 over, Perth 485 over, East
Perth 467 over, 'North Perth 232 over, 'West
Perth 408 over, ani Maylnds 328 over, mak-
ing a total excess of 3,696. Then we have
seven seats with an a9ggregate' of 4,397 under
the quota. Subtract from that 3,696, and
we get 70!1. The metropolitan, area could
well give away this one seat.

Mr. Pickering: Hear, hearl
.\lr. LATHLA: I mean it. It would be

to the benefit of the State. No injustice
would be done, hem-ause to-day there are eight
seats, each exceeding the quota, if the divi-
sion be made by 14. If we were to do this
we should find within a year or two that we
had done the right thing.

'Mr. Hughes: Suppose you took that seat
from the agricultural areas:. What would
he the average increase in quota?

Mr. LATHAM: I do not think it would be
very much. When we realise the proximity
of the metropolitan electorates to the seat
of Government, their similarity of interests,
and how easy it is for them to reach the
heads of departments, it will he seen that
even if those electorates had 6,000 or 7,000
electors each they would be very much easier
to represent than are the agricultural areas.
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Mr. Johnston: Why not give the seat to
the Murchison?

Mr. LATHAM: I do not care where it
goes; I want to be fair to the people of the
State.

Mr. Richardson: You do not care about
the people of the metropolitan area?

Mr. LATHAM: They can wey well look
after themselves. I deplore the hon. meni-
ber's outlook. I only wish he would travel
a little more in the interior, and find out
what it is doing for the metropolitan area.

Mr. Richardson: I bare been deeper into
the interior and I have seen more of the
country than have you.

Mr. LATHAM: And the bon. member,
realising the difficulties confronting the peo-
ple in the back country, lives in the city.
If he bad the big heart required by a man
outback hie would willingly give away the
little I ant asking for.

Mr. Richardson: Why don't you give it
away from your own electorate?

Mr. LATHAM- T have not even men-
tioned my own electorate. Tt has only about
262 electors over its quota, and a large area
of laud now being selected will bring it over
its maximum quota before the election ig
held.

M1r. M2,ann: You do not think the mectro-
politan area will grow at all!

Mr. LATHA.M: Yes, I do. But I am not
in favour of it. I hope the people coming
into the State will get out into the agli-
cultural and mining areas and so help de-
velop the State. No State was ever devel-
oped by its cities. We cannot build- up our
secondary industries, because our primary
producers are not sufficient in number. The
people of Perth always have command of
one member or another. If one he staying'
at an hotel they come along and get his ear.

Hon. P. Collier: That is attested by the
fact that you introduced the Architects Act
Amendment Bill.

Mr. LATHAM: As it happens, that Bill
is for the benefit of men living in small agri-
cultural towns. The people of the metro-
politan area are not giving away any-thing
at all.

Hon. P. Collier: 'Because they have noth-
ing to givo away.

Mr. LATHAM: No; they are living on
the people of the interior.

Mrs. Cowan: Do you not think that mem-
bers on this side are willing to assist you?

Mr. LAT HAM:f The only assistance I bavd
had from metropolitan members has coma
from the hon. member herself, She is inter-
ested in the agricultural areas, as is shown
by her questions to-day, and I know she will
come to our assistance by giving away one of
the metropolitan Beats.

Mr. Richardson: You are optimistic.
Hon. W. 0. Angwin: I am afraid there

would hoe a riot if she did.
Mr. LATHAM: I appeal to metropolitan

members to let that sent go to the outback
districts. By doing so, Perth has everything
to gain and nothing to lose.

Mr. Mann: The metropolitan area bag
given you a big difference in the quota.

Mr. LATH AM: That was provided for in
the Electoral Districts Act. I want to read
what the Premier said last session.

Capt. Carter: He is not a metropolitan
member.

'Mr. LATHIAM: No, but the hon. member
agreed with what the Premier said, as fol-
lows-

So, under the Bill the quota for the
metropolitan seats will be 6,062, as against
7,000, and there will be 24 seats.

That was the understanding on which we
passed the Bill last session.

Several memnbers interjected.
Mr. SPFAEER: The member for West

Perth must keep order.
Mrs. Cowan : I think there are Others-

equally to blame.
MAr. SPEAKER: Orderi
'Mr. LA TRA'M: When the member for

Leelerville assisted in the passing of the Bill,
hie knew the metropolitan area was entitled
to not more than 14 seats.

Capt. Carter: Nothing of the sort.
11on. -P. Collier: You are putting up a

good case; you hare tlhem all going.
Mr. LATHAM: The Premier had no in-

tention of misleading the Chamber. Prom the-
rolls at that date, that was the number of'
seats to which the metropolitan area was
entitled. The Premier was more competent
to speak than was the member for Leeder-
rulle, because the Premier had his officers to
advise him. On the figures submitted by the
Premier, 14 seats were allotted to the mectro-
politan area.

Mr. Richardson: Nothing of the sort.
Mr. LATHA-M: The mining centres were

to have had five seats. I regret to say the
number has been reduced to three. one more
point: I hope consideration will he given to
the proposed rames of the new seats. If
Karrakatta is not to be the seat cuit out for
the benefit of the outback area, I sincerely
trust the name will be changed. The seat
could well be given away, and its giving-
would remove the necessity for altering the
name. It is not a name that should he given
to an electorate. I will support the second
reading, but if it he possible to refer the Bill
back to the Commissioners or make the aces-
bsary alterations ourselves-

Mrs. Cowan: What alterations are neces-
sary?

Mr. LATHAM: The giving of 14 seats-
only to the metropolitan area, and the addi-
tion of one seat to those allotted to the out-
back areas.

Capt. Carter: You want to he generous at
our expense.

Mr. LATHAM: I want to be generous in
the interests of the State. No injustice would
be dune to the metropolitan area if a seat
were given away. To-day we have eight mnem-
bers representing electors in excess of the
numbers I have quoted, if the division be
mnade by 14. Therefore no injustice would be-
done. It only means bringing up the other
seats to the same average.
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Mr. Clydesdale: Suppose you were to give
up an agricultural seat: WShat would be the
jucerease i- the oviotas-about 1301

Mr. LATHAM%: It would be doing an in-
justice. I have not worked it out.

Mr. Clydcsdale: Of course not.
Mr. LATHAM: I thought there was no

necessity to do so, that the agricultural areas
were so valuable to the State that no miem-
ber would begrudge them proper representa-
tion. I am not asking that you give the agri-
cultural areas an additional seat; I am ask-
ing that you give it to those people who made
the name of Western Australia by their
w-ondlerful work in pioneering.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [7.301: 1 have
bee,, a little surprised at some of the heated
arguments advanced, some in justification and
others in condemnation of the Bill. I intend
to vote against the second reading. I hope
the Governm~ent will find a way to refer the
Bill back to the Commission. If it cannot
be done in the second reading stage, I hope
it may be done in the committee stage, be-
cause I consider the Commissioners have made
mistakes that should be obviated in order to
give all parts of the State fair representation.
There are two outstanding blots on the Bill.
The first is the proposed district of Murchi-
son. Every member recognises that this dis-
trict is not what it should be. The Commis-
sioners have taken 452 electors from the three
districts now constituting the Murchison, and
added them to other electorates. Had they
retained them, taken about the sme number
from the Northampton mining district and
added them to Ilt. 'Magnet, the quota would
have been sufficient to give the 'uMurchison
two seats instead of one. The Commissioners
would then have got nearer to complying with
the condition of community of interest speci-
fied in the Act of last session- Some members
have expressed doubt as to whether the Com-
mission had] any authority to deal with the
four North-West seats. While I grant they
were not empowered to alter the niumber of
seats, the Act did give them permission to
alter the boundaries if they thought fit.
There again the Commission have failed in
their duty. The largest electorate in the
State-considerably larger than even Mur-
ehison-is Kimberley; it is furthest from the
sent of government and yet it has the larg-
est quota of the four 'North-West seats. The
Commission should he given an opportunity
to consider the opinions expressed in this
House and to remedy the anomalies that have
been indicated. The principal reason for
introducing the Bill was to correct existing
anomalies. I agree that there are anomalies
and that a redistribution is essential. This
measure has caused a good deal of con-
cern to members, and also to a fair
proportion of the people, who are anx-
ious as to the electorate in which
they will be placed, and I do not
wish to see a similar discossion ren-
dered necessary in the next Parliament. It

the boundaries as now proposed are adopted,
I am positive the next Parliament will be
called upon to face the problem of another
redi~tribution. This, however, may yet be
avoided. I do not wish to deal with the A-
lotment of seats to the goldfields area, the
agricultural area or the metropolitan area;
the Commission may have good reasons for
their proposals, but I should consider it little
short of remarkable if 1hey were able to
justify even their scheme for dividing the
agricultural area.

The Minister for Works: You cannot call
upon them to give reasons.

.Mr. MUNSIE: I am not asking for that.
They may have good reasons for their pro-
posals. Last year the Premier told us that a
margin of 20 per cent, above and below was
being provided to give the Commission dis-
ction to adopt a larger quota for a set-
tied area in which there wvas little possibility
of an increase of population, and a smaller
quota for an area where there was a prospect
of the population increasing. The object was
that this redistribution might serve for some
years. Let us see wyhat the Commission have
done. I shall deal with four seats in the
South-West-Sussex, Nelson, Murray,-Welling-
ton, and Bunibury-ornitting Collie, because
at present little is being dlone there to settle
people on the land. The Premier's land
settlement policy, which has the backing of
every section of political opinion in this
House and for which he has outlined an ox-
peaditure of £5,000,000, is being given effect
to in the districts of Sussex, Nelson, and
Murray-Wellington. The quota for the agri-
cultural area is 2,906, the maximum being
3,487 and the minimum 2,325. Of the electo-
rates namedi, Sussex has been given a quota of
3,263, or within 224 of the raxitnum; Nelson
3,309, or within 178 of the maximum, and
Murray-Wellington 3,387, or within 200 of
the maximum, wvhile Bunbury is given 3,432,
or within 55 of the maximum. Take some of
the older-settled districts of the (ireat
Southern.

Hon. P. Collier: The unprogressive part
of the State.

Mr. MUNSIE: I would not say that.
Bon. P. Collier: Comparatively speaking,

it is.
'Mr. MUUNSIE: The Government are not

contemplating anything like the activity in
the Great Southern that they are in the
South-Western portion of the State.

Mr. Latham: The electorates run out a
long way east from the Great Southern.

Mr. -MUNST: But they do Dot inclJudo
areas for group settlement. Beverley has a
quota of 2,511, or within 186 of the minimum;
Pingelly has 2,509; or within 284 of the
minimum; Wagin has 2,699, or wvithin 374 of
the minimum, and Plantagenet, the new elec-
torate, has 2,472, or within 147 of the mini
MnUM.n

Eon. P. Collier: That is the pet of the
1lt
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-Mr, MUNSUE: If the numbers. 'sad been
reversed, the Bill would have been mnuch
fairer. If this measure is passed, I anm con-
vinced that, even at the forthcoming elec-
tin, Xurray-Wellington, lNelson and Sussex
will be above the naximin.

Mr. J1. H1. Smith: A long way above it,
too.

Mr. MUINSIE: Yes. The Comm issioners
who delineated boundaries giving these re-
suits did not carry out lime terms of the
Electoral Districts Act. They have mnade mis-
takes and, if possible, the Bill should be re-
ferred back to them, in order that the mis-
takes may be corrected. Let us inake an-
other analysis of the agricultural area, this
time including Collie. The districts of Mur-
ray-Wellington, Collie, Bunbury, Nelson and.
Sussex together have a total of 16,679 elec-
tors, Include Katanning wvith the four Great
Southern districts I have mentioned-Kat-
anning is well up to its quota, 3,090-and to-
getter they have a total of 13,231 electors.
In other words, there are 3,398 more electors
in the four districts that wvill go ahead than
there are in the four electorates that have
been proved to be retrogressing. Tliaeis not a
fair redistribution on a population basis, nor
is it fair as compared with the quotas con-
tamned in last year's Bill. If anything can he
done to alter this state of affairs, by refer-
ring the Bill back to the Commissioners to
reconsider their decision, I ho~pe it w-ill be
done. There is also tho injustice to the Mum-
echison district to be considered. The Comnmis-
sioners, too, should take into account thle con-
-ditions prevailing in those localities where,
money is being spent to settle people on the
land, so that reasonable quotas may be al-
lowed in such eases, instead of unreason-able
quotas such as I have just indicated. "In the
metropolitan area. the; Conimissioners liavs
done ainmoat the sanme as they have in respect
of the agricultural areas. The only portion
of the State that has been treated equitably
is the central goldlfields. The Commissioners
have tried to keep thme four seats there witlhin
reasonahle quotas, and to take into account
distance from the seat of government aad
comsmunity of interest. Why id they not go
nearer to doing this in the case of the mnetro-
politan area? I do not suggest they Eshould
have given an equal quota for every seat in
the metropolitan area, for tliat would not
have been right. The mnember for Robiaeo
(Mr. Richardson) was Jiustly satisfied writhi
his boundaries. He said he would have been
satisfied with the old boundaries. The Comn-
missioners have given a quota of nearly
1,000 more electors in the present Canning
elc-torate than they have, done in the case of

-Mr. Hughes: Fourteen hundred snore.
The Premier: Look at their representative.

-Mr. McCallum: He is a member of the
'Opposition.

.Mr. MUNSIE: We have a most capable
representative in the present member.

Hfon. P. Collier: And that is worth more
than the difference in the quotas.

Mr. MU-NSIE:- It is an anomaly never-
theless, In Subiaco there is hardly a spare
block of land for further building, and the
population can increase only if the deplor-
able system of flats is inaugurated. On the
other baud, in the Canning electorate houses
are going up by the dozen every week. BOl
the Canning electorate has been put up
nearly to its miaximni , and Subiaco has
keen kept down to 5,000. 1 cannot under-
stand that sort of arrangement. Mount
Hawthorn has a low quota. That is right,
because if the place is to go nhend, and
there is any amount of moom for expansion,
therc should be provision for an iueveaIse
in the quota. The present Leederville sent
is much miore settled than the Mount law-
thorn district, but the quota has been kept
down to that of MHount Hawthorn. r1h e
Commissioners should be asked to re-
consider their decision with a view to their
arriving at a fairer redistribution of seats.
Some people imagine the districts have been
subdivided for political purposes. I do not
know whether this was so or not.

Mr. 'Mann: You do not think so?

MLfr. MUNSIE; No.
The Premier: I assure you that is not the

case.
Mr. IiIUNSTIE: I do not think it is. Two

things the Commissioners were asked to
deal with were the distance from the seat
of government and community of interest.
South Fremantle has been brought up to a
given point. From the other side of the
Fremantle seat the Commissioners have
taken the East Fremantle State school and
its surroundings, and put it into South Fre-
mantle.

Mr-. M~cCallunm: And good Labour votes,
too.

M r. MUNSIE: I know that. This has
not detrimentally affected the hon. mem-
ber's district. Seeing that the Commis-
sioners had a suleiient number of electors
for three electorates, why should they go
to the east of remantle for 700 odd voters
and put them into South Fremantlel If
they had gone up another Street they could
have arrived at the requisite quota. They
have not really examined the question of
distance, or recognised any feature so long
as they arrived at the quota by some means
or other, irre-spective of boundaries. They
should be asked to make a better job of
the business. I honestly believe they could
do so, and could give more satisfaction to
all parties, as well as fairer representation
to the people in Parliament. I intend to
vote against the second reading of the Bill.
If it is carried, I hope the Premier will find
some way of referring it hack to the Com-
missioners to rectify some of the blunders
they have made.

Mr. McN~CALLIIM: I move-

That thme debate be adjourned.
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Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes .. -- -- -- 12
Noes . .. - .. 29

Majority against -- 17

Mr. Angwin
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Hughes

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Droun
Mr. Carter
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Davies
Mr. Denaton
Mr. Durack
Mr-. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Hlckmott
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Latham
Mr. ff. K. Maley'
Mr. Mann

Ants
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lutey
Mr. Marshall
'Mr, McCallum

Mr. Wilson
Mr. Munsle

(Teller.)

NOES.
Sir James Mitcell
Mr. Money
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Please
Mr. Richardson
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. J, H. Smith
'Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr, A. Thomson
Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mullany

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. Mlr.MCeCALLUM (South Fremantle)
(7.581: I congratulate the Premier on his
successful tactics. It was obvious to mem-
bers, when the Bill was first introduced,
that its fate hung in the balance. From
the expression of opinion emanating
from members opposite, it was doubtful if
it would be carried. The political fates of
many members depend upon it.

The Colonial Secretary: Your position is
affected to some extent.

Mr. MeCALLUM: My position is assured,
whether the Dill passes or not. Night after
night we have witnessed the masterly
tacotics of the Premier. He bas put up one
speaker from his side of the House, or per-
Imaps none at all, and the Opposition have
had to carry on the debate. He has, there-
fore, been able to hold on to the debate
by the process of argument, or-

Mr. Mann: Sound reasoning.
Mr. MeCALLUM-by the process Sug-

gested by the member for Nelson (Mr. J. H.
Smith), who said, before he would decide
how to vote, he wanted some guarantee from
the Premier as to what would happen in
his electorate-

Mr. 3. HI. Smith: I wanted it referred
back to the Commissioners.

Mr. MeCALLUM:- -about a certain rail-
'way.

The Premier: No one has gained anything
of the sort under this Bill.

Mr. McOALLIVi That was distinctly
stated by the member for Nelson.

MT. J1. H. Smith: I ask for a, withdrawal
of the statement that I asked for any
guarantee from the Premier as to a rail-
way.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Nelson
has taken exception tv that sttemeut.

Air. AfeCALLUM: I withdraw it. That
was the impression I gathered from his re-
marks. After making the statement ha said,
even if he did not get the guarantee he
would rote for the Dill as being the lesser
of two evils.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
objected to that.

Mr. MeCALLUMf: I was confused as to
his exact meaning, for his statements
seem to be entirely contradictory. I
am still confused. We have been aware
that a number of members on the other side
of the House did not intend to support the
Bill and the Premier has9 hung on to it day
after day, and week after week, taking
division after division and recording the fact
that be dlid not have his 26 members preseuc
to vote for it. Now he has shown that the
numbers are tip and no matter what argument
is advanced the second reading is assured.
The Premier tins been able to grad-
ually weigh down menmbers until he
has a sufficient number around him to
enable him to pitt the Bill through.
I congratulate him on the success of his tac-
tics, but I cannot quite understand why so
many should have changed their views in
such a short period. It is the first time that
I have known so much unadimity amongst
members opposite.

The Premier: They afre free and inde-
pendent.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. MeMeCALLUM: The plea advanced
by the Premier that the Bill was to he a, non-
party one seems to me not to carry too much
sincerity. It dtoes not matter a fig whether
this Dill be non-party or not. t 'was the other
one-now the Electoral ftrict Act-which
was before us last session that mattered in
that respect. That was the measure that laid
down the basis of the distribution, and the
Premier was emphatic in making it a purely
party Dill when he introduced it. The Bill
fixed the basis upon which the people were to
be represented in Parliament. flat was the
very essence of the redistribution, and the
very fundamentals of it made 'it a party
measure. The Premier declared, "'I will not
agree to the Government remaining in' office
on a redistribution of seats that will heg on a
purely population basis; I will not agree to
the people being represented in Parliament
on a basis other than that contained in the
Bill," and he added, that if the House dared
to alter his proposal, the Government would
resign. But when it comes to the mere
arranging of the boundaries he declares that
whether it means that you take in a little
group of electors here or somewhere else, it
does not matter. He says, "On the funds-
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inentals, I have made the matter a party one
and the Government will stand or fall by it.''
If there is any sincerity in the argument that
the composition of Parliament shall be on
non-party lines, if there is any genuineness in
the stand taken by hon. members opposite,
then the first issue should have been a non.
party one. The whip was draeked because the
fate of the Government was at stake, and the
Premier made a clear declaration regarding
the Bill we now have before us. That de-
claration, how-ever, did not matter very much,
because the Commissioners had very little dis-
cretion and were obliged to act on the lines
laid down by the Electoral Districts Act.

The Premier: You said that they exercised
too much power.

Mr. MeCAL.LUM: I did not say anything
of the sort; I have not said a word about
the work of the Commission. I do say, how-
ever, that you did not give the Commission
much scope; that you gave then, practically
no discretion; that you bound them down be-
fore they started on their work. They were
hound to certain principles from which they
could not depart, and their report has been
limited to that extent. I find a wonderful
mixture of reasoning coming from members
opjposite, and from those outside who
give theft support to members opposite.
There is a conflict of reasoning that I cannot
trnce to any logical source. This is advanced
in support of the intention of Government
members to vote for the Bill. It has been
advanced that because some members opposite
are likely to have their seats abolished those
membdts intend to vote for the Bill which
proposes to take away their seats. Those
members declare that they are disinterested
and broad-minded, that their outlook is na-
tional and that'their action should be ap-
plauded. All this reasoning is put up as a
great virtue.

The Premier: I believe it, too.
Mr. MeCALLUM: It is Maimed that this

attitude should meet with public approbation.
But when it comes to the Opposition side of
the House, "'e arc told that the Bill makes
certain seats secure for Labour men. I can
claim that for my seat. I do not think any
am would be foolish enough to spenrid money
in trying to oust me under the new boun-
daries. But because I am going to tatlk and
vote against the Bill, and because I urge the
House to throw out the Bill, even though it
makes my seat secure, that is not to be re-
garded as a virtue on my part. It is done
for political purposes. It is a political ob-
ject that I have in view when I vote against
something that is going to make my seat
secure. But when amother man votes for

-something that proposes to abolish his seat,
his action is acclaimed as that of a man who
is disinterested. Where is the logical reason-
ing in thatt

The Premier: I was just wondering.
-Mr. MeCALLUM: That is what we have

hbad from members on the other side of the
House.

The Premier: No.
Mr. McCALLTJM: The Premier himself

has stated more than once that the Bill will
favour the Labour Party.

The Prenier: No!
Mr. MeCALLUM: He has also stated that

we in our hearts would like to see the Bill
go through.

The Premier: I do say that.
Mr. McCALLTJM: Because everyone on

this side will vote against the Bill the Pre-
mie declares that we went it. He tells us
that ours is iiot a broad-minded outlook; that
we air not thinking -of anyone but ourselves,
our own personal interests. And because we
say that every vote on this side is going
against the Bill, lie declares that we are doing
that for a political purpose. There can be
no suggestidat that a n who votes against
a Bill that abolishes his seat is doing that
for political purposes. Oh no I The state-
iiient is too thin! it will not staund examine-
tion for one moment. If members on this
side of the Rouse are secure in their seat,
under the new boundaries, and if, as; the Pre-
nuier has stated, we will 1)0 better situated
and "-e still vote against the Bill, how can it
be said that we are promnpted in our actions
by political consideration? What does the
Premier mean by political consideration?1

The Premier: I did not use the words.
Mr. MeCALLUM: The Premier's.- -sup-

porters gave voice to it and the Premier has
suggested that there are reasons why we are
voting against the Bill. If there are political
reasons, what are they? The only political
reasons are the winning of seats, and if the
Bill is going to give us seats in this House
if we were looking for kudos and gain, we
should all be supporting the measure and ms
sisting its passage. It is because we take the
stand that on fundamentals the Bill is wrong
that it is unjust and against the interests olathe people, that we intend to vote against it
The Bill has been framed to protect interests;
it is not democratic; it merely makes for the
representation of interests which will give the
present Government continued control. It
was framed also with the idea of preventing
the Labour Party from assuming the reins o]
government.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.
Mlr. Hughes: The Bill is a policy of insur

ance for the Mitchell Government.
Mr. 'McCALLUM: Yes. That sort of thing

has been attempted before. I have declared
where I stand. I stand for one vote one value
I fail to grasp that one man's vote should
be worth more than another man's simp13
because the men live in different localities
If. I live in the city to-day and in the bust
to-morrow, I shall have no more capacit3
or intellect or judgment to-morrow than al
present. My stand appears to me to he thn
only stand that can possibly be taken b]
truly democratic members. I challenge con
tradietion when I say that no section of an3
Parliament in Australia has given more syma
pathetic consideration to the wants of th(
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country districts than has been extended to
them by the representatives of the metro-
loelitn area in this Chamber. I ask coun-
try members to quote one inatant-o in which
metropolitan members hove not giv-en the
mjost sympathetic support to anything in-
tended for the advancement of the agricul-
tural and outback areas of Western Aus-
tralia. It is argued that if we wvaat develop-
ment of the country and advancement for the
oan ouftback, We roust give' the country dis-
tricts more representation htere. But sending
another Country Party -nember here Coca not

mean more clearing or more cultivating of
land.

Hon. P. Collier: _No. It mecans less, be-
cause it takes a man away.

Mr. MeCALLUMk: .Just so. The presence
here of an extra representative of the coun-
try districts will not promote the develop-
ment of the country. My experience here has
been comparatively short, extending over
only 2%jf years, but, my district being half
town and half rural, ranging from Premantlo,
towards M1aadurah, possibly my experience is
typical. It is argued here that city electors
have the ear of their member and can easily
get grievances remedied and wants attended
to. in reply to that I say that those of my
electors who live in or near tile town hlave
given me very little work indeed. City elec-
tors doG not look to the Government for nurs-
ing -and spoon-feeding. -But those of my
electors who are situated further out have
meant easily more than half of my work as
a mnember of Parliament, although they do
not number ome-teuth of the total of mly
electors.

The Minister for Agriculture: There is an
argument.

Mr. McCALLUM: is the fac-t of the man
in the country looking for spoon-feeding and
wet-nursing from the Government an argo-
mneat for giving him more respresentation
here? Because the city manl has more self.
.reliance, is he to have less representation
here? If that is so, then it is the place of
nmetropolitan members to tell their electors to
give up all initiutive and go to the Govern-
meat for everything they want. Thart ap-
pears to be the argument put up by the
Country Party. I had not intended to speak
on this Bill at all, because it has been so ap-
lparent that, despite alt protestations as to
this being a non-party measure, the whip
has been loudly cracked, and that she Pre-
mnier would not allow a vote to be taken
until he was assured that the numbers were
here. The real essence of the present de-
cision lay in the previous Bill, the Bill of
last session, now known as the Electoral
Districts Act. The GovernMent Made that
distinctly a party measure. Whatever re-
distribution may be framed under that Act
can never be claimed to represent an equit-
able distribution of seats- No representative
Parliament can be elected on the basis of
that Act. We can go back to the dark ages,
wvhen lords and barons governed the world
-without any Parliaments; and I say there is

[30]

only a degree of difference between such a
position and the position which this Bill pro-
poses to create. Under this measure, for an
Upper House election the votes on one side
of the street in Cottesloc Beach wvill have
twice the value of votes ou the other side
of the street; West Province i-iectorq wilt
hare twice the voting strength of electors
for the MeItropolitan-Suburban Province. Is
there any reason whatever why a, man living
in1 Fremauntle should have twice the voting
strength of a man living at Cottesloc Bench?
What logical argulment can be advanced in
support of such a position? How can it be
inn ustained that a Man from Boebourne, re-
preseuting 500 people, shall he the equal here
of the representative of 6,000 electors! And
this, simply because the member for Roe-
beurne has to voyage a few days by boat
to get to his constituency. Thc member for
Flochourne sits behind the Premier, and when
the Premier holds up his finger that is affi-
cleat for the boa, member to follow. In that
respect the member for Boebourne is, in1 the
Premier's opinion, a wyorthy representative.
If the electors of Roehourne were reduced
to even 200 or 300, the Premier would justify
the retention of Roehourne as a seat on the
ground that the member for Boebouhie fol-
lowed the dictates of the Government,

The Premier: That is a matter of intelli-
genc.

-Mr. McCALLUM: Tatelligence does not
count under this Bill. Whst is Parliament
supposed to be? A reflex of the people?

Hon. P. Collier: We used to think so.
Air, CALLUM: Is it supposed to be the

voice of the people? Are we supposed to be
here in order to express the aspirations of
the people? Is it people we are supposed to
represent 1 Can the Premier say - that this
Bill ensures that the voice of the people shall
prevail?

The Premier: Of course.
Mr. MeCALLUM: Nothing of the kind.

The Premier knows that it is certain interests,
and not the people, that hlave dominated the
framing of the Bill. ft is something without
any life in it that dominates the Bill. The
people have been only a secondary consid-
eration. 'What dominates the Bill is some-
thing without vitality, something unable to
express itself, something that should not re-
ceive consideration when it comes to the
fraining of suc-h a Bill as this. I want to
know the opiniong of the people. Let the
people speak. Once the majority have
spoken, I bow to the judgment, whether it
be for or against me. I have never asked
for anything more; I will nevS take any-
thing less. But this Bill is dominated by
something inanimate, by broad acres, by
bushels of wheat, by miles of ire fencing.
One member from the North-West said, "We
have so many rivers running through our
district, and there are so many head of cattle
in it, and cotton is grown in it."' That is
the basis of representation. The member for
Roehourne (11r. Teesdale) put up as a reason
why lie should be elected to this Chamber by
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500 people the fact that he had had to ride
behind six camels. That is the basis on
which representation is to be allotted in
this Chamber. That is an argument why'
certain districts should receive considera-
tion over other districts. It is surprising
to observe the unanimity prevailing
amongst members of the Country Party in
one reslpect. Their hearts are bleeding for
the outer goldfields. The whole of their
sympathies go forth to those outer gold-
fields, which, they declare, should have an
extra seat. But at whose expense? Not at
the Country Party's expense. The Country
Party are unanimous in giving away a seat
from somewhere else, a seat from the metro-
politan area.

Ron. P. Collier: Generosity!
M r. 'MeCALLIIM : Generosity indeed.

The Country Party have three to one repre-
sentation as compared with the mectro-
politan area.

The Premier: Oh, no!
Mr. M.cCALLTIMf: In effect they have.

At any rate, it is more than two to one.
You do not get away without calculating
the North-West seats.

I Mr. Teesdale: You have forgotten them~
for five minutes.

Mr. McCALLUM: Never for a moment.
Mr. Teesdale: Your party gave them to

us.
Hon. WV. 0. Aagwin: No, we gave you but

three.
Ron. P. Collier: And you have lost a

thousand electors since then.
Air. Teesdale: Don't take back what you

have given.
Mr. McCALLUM: I will not compromise

on the democratic principle I adopt.
The Premier: No, you are obstinate about

it.
Mr. McCALLUM: I am not so obstinate

as is the Premier, who will not listurn to
reason at all. The Premier can hold his
own with all the Scotebmen andl Cornish-
men.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the trouble in
this Housee-too many Scotchajen and
Cornishmen.

Mr. McCALLTJM: I am sorry we should
be perpetuating the idea that Parliam~ent
is to be representative, nnt of the people,
but of interests, and particular interests at
that. If it were merAy general Interests
the Murchison would not haive been treated
as it has been. Compared with the agri.-
cultural interests and the N1orth-West inter-
ests, the Murchison has been very badly
treated.

Ron. P. Collier: And even o.1 that bad
basis we have a bad Bill.

Mr. MeCALLUIM: Nobody has attempted
to justify the treatnm-ent of the Murchison.
The member for Boebnrune (Mr. Tcesdale)
tJold us there were a great many' railway
stations in the electorate, hut he has since
discovered his error.

Mr. Teesdale: I admit that two of those
I included are just over the border.

Mr. MeCALaLUM: There are but three
attended railway stations in the Murchison
electorate. The hon. member would de-
scribe a bit of a ramp as a station. Either
the hon. member's list or the map is wrong.
No doubt the bon. member was misled. I
should regret it if the control of our
domestic affairs were to drift out of the
hands of the people of Western Australia,
hut I an) convinced that if this principle is
to be perpetuated in the election of members
to the House the democratic spirit of the
people will revolt; the people will look for
other channels through which to express their
aspirations. The Bill will keep for all time
the government of the State in the hands
of particular interests, denying the majority
of the people the expression of their ideas.

Mr. Teesdale: You will he able to alter
it when you get over here.

Mr. MeCALLIUM: But the object of the
Bill is to prevent us from getting over
there, to block the democratic spirit in this
party from controlling the country. It is
the negation of the principle of self-
government.

Hon. P. Collier: This is the way they get
round it.

Mr. MeCALLUM: It is proclaimed that
every adult in Western Australia has a vote
for the election of a representative to Par-
liament, but it is not explained that the
votes of those in one electorate are dis-
counted] as against the votes of those in
another electorate.

Mr. Mann: The sanme thing obtains in
other States and countries.

Aft. McCALLUM: Not in respect of the
Federal divisions. We have been told that
there is no other country where the opinions
of the people have freer play.

Hoa. WV. C. Angin: This is the only
country in the world with plural voting for
local governing bodies.

Mr. MeCALLUM%: That is so, and I doubt
whether in any other country the Upper
House is hedged in by such restrictions as
we have in Western Australia. The Bill is
going to give vested interests, Specific in-
terests, all kinds of protection in this
House, protection to a greater extent than
obtains in any other part of the world.
Some electorates are to have but 500 elec-
tors as against 6,000 in other electorates, or
a proportion of 12 to one.

Capt. Carter: What ratio did you fix for
the North-West seats?

Mr. MeCALLIJM: I never bil a hand in
fixing any ratio. Whatever the sins of the
past, I am not bhoulderisig fle.

Hon. P. Collier: Our Bill prodided three
North-West Seats, although there were then
in the North 1,400 electors mnore than there
are at 'present.

Capt. Carter: But was it 10 to one, or 12
to one, or what?

Mr. McCALLUM: The man then at the
head of the Government is a member of the
present Government. Perhaps his malign In-
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fluence served to shape the Bill. I am not
shouldering his sins.

Mr. Mann: That is a weak reply.
Mr. MeCALLUM: Would you ask mue to

adopt his viewpoint?
The Minister for Agriculture: You are

maligning your own colleagues.
Mr. McCALLL'M: How do I know what

influence they had as against that of their
lender? I know thec influence the leader of
your Government has; he is the Governm~ent
itself.

Hon. P. Collier: The discrepancies in our
Bill1 were not within 50 per cent. of those in
this Bill.

The Premier: Oh yes, they were.
Mr. McOALLCM: In any case, surely we

have made some progress since 19131 Whbat
has become of the protestations made when
the war broke out, of the p~romisea ina-1e that
the old relationship between employee and
employer Would never again be known, that
Jack was as good as his master?

The Premier: This has nothing to do with
the Bill.

Mr. AtcCALLUM; We were told that the
people were going to rule. Surely the- ten
years that have elapsed sine 1913 should
have seen some democratic progress! If this
Parliament is nut to be a channel through
which the democratic instincts of the people
can find an outlet, there is in Australia an-
other channel through which the people's
voice can be heard. To that channel they will
turn, probably to the prejudice of the State;
because I do not think it would be to the in-
terests of the State that w.ve should have uni-
fication. Still, if we are to be denied the
expression of the people's views in this
House, there is nothing left but to turn to
the channel where the people's views ran be
freely expressed. I am advised that in 1913
the quota for the three North-West seats was
1,800 as against the 900 in the Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: A. difference of J.OQ per
cent.

The Premier: Where lid you get that?
Hon. W. C. Angwin: Fromn the rolls.
Mr. Mc@CALLUM:I We are to allow broad

acres to have a firmer grip over the govern-
ment of the country, broad nerrc, sheep, cows,
and barbed wire,

Mr. Mfunsie: Not forgetting the camels!
Mr. McCALLUM: That was the argument

put up by tho member for Roebourne (Mr.
Teesdale), who said, in effect that he has the
right to 'be here because he rode behind six
camels.

Mr. Teesdale: As against the railway that
runs you up in two nights and a day.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The bon. member, if
be likes, can get to his electorate just as
quickly as other members can get to theirs.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Almost as quickly as
to Fremantle.

Mt. MeCALLiMI: 'Yes, if he cares, !)ut he
wants to have cne foot on the ground all
the time. He is too canny to take risks. The
farthest up he will go is on the back of a
camel. 1 amn disappointed toD find at this stage

of our history that a Bfl of this description
should receive such support. When it was
first introduced, I was hopeful that the dem-
ocratic spirit would dominate, and that there
would be sufficient members on the other side
of the House to demand a more equitable re-
distribution. I do not care what happens to
this Bill qo long as it does not becomne law.
The whole essence of redistribution was con-
tained ini the Electoral Districts Act of last
session. That is where the damage was done;
that is where the peopie were robbed of their
rower to govern. The Act took from them
their birthright, their power to elect repre-
sentatives. It gave to vested interests the
power to dominate. It provided in effect that
the rote of a person living in one area should
be worth many times that of a person living
in another area. Human beings were not to
count and were not to be the dominant fac-
tor. The domdiant factor was to be some
particular interest thlat wvas sure to vote
solidly against democratic progress. The
numbers recorded in the division a little while
ago show that the fate of the Bill is sealed.
My seat wvill be more secure under this meas-
ure than it was before, but that does not mat-
ter. My opposition to the Bitl, however, is
regarded by some hon. members as being due
to political considerations. I had hoped that
this Parliament would lay dtown a fuodanvien-
tal principle, that no matter which party were
in power, when the Government were formed,
they could face the cornmunity and claim
to he in power at the freely expressed will of
a. majority of the people, and, untrammeltec
in any way, conld represent: them without let
or hindrance. Under this Bill that is impos-
sible, and on those grounds I oppose it.

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.4891: 1
was on the point of moving the adjournment
of the debate.

Hon. P. Collier: I think you should have a
Chance now.

The Premier: You are democratic, are you
not?

MUr. MARSHALL: Yes, hut uinder this
proposed redistribution, I do not know what
I shall be.

Mr. Teesdale: You will always be what
you are.

Mr. MARISHALL: The member for South
Fremantlc (Mr. McCallumi) has made an
eloquent speech, bat I am afraid I cannot
support him entirely.

The Premier: I thought you were not the
democrat he is.

Mr. MARSHALL: Nor am I the democrat
the Premier is, either. Members on the Gov-
erment side have refrained froin advancing
any argument in favour of the BIll7 but have
merely contended that members of the Oppo-
sition, leering political execution, are ani-
mated by personal motives. I for one do
not fear political execution, although great
changes are proposed to the boundaries of
the old Msurchison district. As yet I can do
a conscientious day's work gad, if I am not
wanted in Parliament, I Ma earn a goad
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living outside it. I am speaking on behaL~f
of the people of Murchison, many of them
pioneers, who have fostered the industries of
the State and who first gave iolitieal birth
to many members that are now betraying
their trust.
.Hon. P. Collier:. You stand alone in re-

spect of still being able to do a conscientious
day's work outside.

Air, MARSHALL- Undoubtedly, and lun-
like the member for Roebourne (Mr. Tees-
dale) I shall not requite six camels and a
buggy to pull ate about. The member for
Subiaco (Mn. Rieliardson) referred to mem-
hers of the Opposition having quoted certain
figures that had almost immediately been
disputed by members on the Government side.
Then he proceeded to compare the votes re-
corded at the last general election in certain
metropolitan districts and outback mining
centres. I1 regret that he should have drawn
such a comparison. The hon. member is wvell
known on the goldfields. At one time he held
a position that necessitated his travelling in
the remote parts, so that hie should have some
knowledge of the conditions prevailing there,
By drawing such a comparison, however, he
merely proved his ignorance. Should not the
people of the metropolitan area, with all the
facilities at their disposal, record a better
percentage of polling than the people in such
districts as Leonora or Murchimon? Between
Peak Hill and Mount Egerton, a distance of
110 miles, there is no polling booth, and
electors who desire to vote must provide their
own facilities to travel to a booth. From
the central point of that area, it would mens
a journey of 55 miles.
*Capt. Carter:, How many electors would

there be in that part?
Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know, but

they are intellectual beings.
Mr. Underwood: Are there any at all?
Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, the member for

Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) knows better than
that. The use of such a comparison would
warrant the votfing out of the Bill. The
member for Subiaco demonstrated. that he
bad no idea of the adversities against which
the people in the remote parts of the State
have to contend. Hle said that representa-
tives of the outback districts could visit their
electors in the same space of time that he
could visit his constituents. I do not know
whether it is worth while commenting on such
lremarks, or on his reference to fish. From
what I can judge, it was all a matter of
stinking fish. I repent my regret that the
-hon. member should have employed such a
comparison. I knew him before either of us
'had won a seat in this House and I gave
him credit for possessing better judgment.
The member for Menzies (Mr. Mullisny), too,

.Ron: P. Collier: Heroic.'
-Mr. MARSHALL: More than heroic; he

deserved the Victoria Cross.
The Premier: Stick to the Bill; what have

you to say about that?

'Mr. MARSHALL: I shall get to that
later; we have a long Way to go yet. The
member for Menzies imiplied that those who
opposed the measure did so on personal or
party grounds. While the hon. member may
he commended by somec for his heroic atti-
tude, lie should remember the -people that
have kept him in Parliament for so many
years.

Hon. P. Collier: He changed over to save
his own political skin.

Mr. MARSHALL:. Those same people will
bring to him political execution. I consider
his attitude pure cowardice. Hre is voting
to reduce the Parliamentary power of the
people that have kept him in Parliament for
years. He said it did not matter to him
whether the Bill went through or not; hie still
had a fighting chance. In one breath he
favoured reduicing the voting power of the
people, and in the next breath hie said if the
Bill wvent through he would askc the people
hie had deserted to support him. If I am
any judge of miners and prospectors, the
member for _Menzies, as a politician, is fin-
ished. The member for Rehourne (AMr.
Teesdale) wvas responsible for the best wild
beast show I have witnessed in this Chamber.
He produced one sheet of figures and then
another and, when his arguments were re-
futed, lie pushed them into a drawer and
pulled out another lot of figures. If a mem.
her quotes one lot of inaccurate figures, no
reliance can be placed upon anything he
says. The member for Roebourne said there
were 19 railway stations in the new Mur-
ehison district and it would be possible to
get through the district in no tite. There
arec actually three railway stations, and the
district covers a, greater area, than that of
most of the electorates, The hon. member
used figures that were absolutely inaccurate
and, when hie was challenged, he pocketed
thcem. The inference to be drawn from his
argument was that those people that- had
been, sufficiently courageous and industrious
to settle in the remote parts of the State
should receive no consideration whatever.
He said there were only'20 or 30 people out
there. According to him they should not be
represented in Parliament. They were foolish
to go outback, and I do not know that he is
not right.

The Premier: The member for South Fre-
mantle said that.

Mr. MARSHALL: The member for Rloe-
bourne did.

Mr. Teesdale: Anything will do.
Air. MARSHALL: There is one little spot

of Wrhich the member for Reebourne has a
considerable amount of inside knowledge. He
was careful, however, not to mention it. It
i4 probably one of the few spots about which
the hon. member could have spoken freely.

Mr. Teeadale: Do you mean spot lager?
Mr. MARSHALL:. I mean the Zoo.
Mr. Teesd ale: Tripe. Give US something

fresh and original.
Mr. MARSHALL: This is very originaL
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'Mr. Teesdale: it is Billingsgate.
Mr. MARSHALL: The hoa, member and

others argue that this Bill will overcome pre-
vious anomalies, and give better representa-
tion to the people in Parliament. It will not
do that. When the Electoral Districts Bill
was before die House I said it would not
overt-cm" tbt-, anoimalies. I was correct in
that. The member for Roebourne is here.

Mr. Teesrin Ic: Very much here.
Mr. MIARSH ALL: He is here by the will

of 246 electors.
Ron. P, Collier: Twenty less votes than

Percy Brunton obtained.
M.*r. 'MARSHALL: Percy Brunton stood

for the Perth seat, and obtained 29.3 votes,'47 more thani the member for Boebourne, bt
he lost his deposit sad went to goal. This
Bill does not overcome one of the anomalies.

Mr, Hughes: The electors of Roebourne
are the best advertised electors in the State,

Nfr. MABSH.4.LL: I really thought the
member for Roebourne would have been more
generous in lIds attitude towards the M,\urehi-
son. He knows that the present Mfurchison
electorate comipares favourably with his own.
He knows the difficulties confrontiwg any-
one who wishes to get rouiid the Nfur-
ehison electorate. I have at my disposal no
better facilities for doing this than the hion.
member has for moving round his own elec-
torate. When a member of Parliament leaves
the railway system hie has to pay his own
cost of travelling. The State provides the
State steamers to enable the member for Roe-
bourne to reach the principle centre of his
electorate.

Mr. Teesdale: We have to pay.
Mr. MARSHIALL: He does not have to

pay for the actual transit of his carcase. He
is carried free.

Mr. Teesdale; I insure that.
Mfr. MARSHALL: When I consider the

pros and eonis of the position I really think
it is the cheapest carease carried on the
North-West. The railway termidus irs my
electorate is at 'Meekatharra, the most east-
erly- portion of it. To get to the district I
have to pay ray own travelling expenses just
as the member for Roehourne has to. I-ic wvill
not argue that it is more expensive for him to
travel in his electorate than it is for me to
travel in mine. Anti -yet he takesi ip an
attitude detrimental to electors living in the
same sphere of life as those he represents
himself. His attitude caused me great sur-
prise. Hie said, "The role of my electors is
worth a little monre than four times as much
as the vote of your electors." lie has .500
electors, andl thle area of lis district is be-
tin-en 50,000 and 60,000 -/tluare miles.

M.%r. Tecid ale: Be fair.
Nfr. MARShfALL: I will give him the

benefit of the doubt. The electors in my dis-
trict live very close to those in his, and lire
under similar conditions, but are more remote
from the capital. The member for Gascoyne
and he tried to side-track the issue of com-
munication, and had nothing to say about the

aerial service. I had occasion last week to
write a letter to Onslow and received the e-
ply in three dlays.

Mr. Underwood: It cannot be done in three
days.

Mfr. M1ARSHALL: If the letter had gone
to Nfeekatharra it would have taken almaost
as many weeks to get a reply.

Mr. Teesdaile: You sent a special up.
Mr. IMARSHALL: No. The aerial service

brings Roebourne and practically the whole
of the North-West territory into closer rem.-
inuiation with tile capital than the MAur-
ehison.

Mr. Teesdale; it takes bills up very
quickly.

Mr. 'MARSITALL: Evidenly the hon, mem-
her makes them mount tip.

Mr. Underwood: And it brings cheques
down more quickly.

Mr. 'MARSHIA-LL: The rolls should have
been made timp before the boundaries Were
readjusted. In thme basis of operationis given
to the Commission last year it was laid down
that they had to take into account community
of interest, means of communication, distance
from the capital, phyeieal features, and the
existing boundaries of districts. I shall not
go over again all that has been maid concern-
ing the Southi-West and the whebat belt, but
I wish to compare the Gascoyne, Leonora and
Murchison seats. Gascoyne has 1,057 voters.

Mr. Angelo: Fourteen hundred.
Mr. MARSHALL: They are not on the

roll. I am giving the figures used in mnaking
up this redistribution. There are as many
people off the roll in the Mfurchison district
as there are t n the Gascoyne. In order to be
fair to the three electorates I have mentioned
I1 have taken the mast central point on their
northern boundaries, and run a direct line
thereto from the eat of government.

Nfr. Angelo: You would not have a person
within 200 miles of your centre. .

M r. Chesson: You would not have anyone
not on the coast.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member is
wrong. I may not hare anyone within 200
miles of that point who has not more intelli-
gence than the lion. meumber.

'Mr. Underwood: Your argument is that
this being so they should not have a vote;
is that itl

Mr. 'MARSHALL: I am not arguing with
the hon. member. The distance of the
Onseoynte from the seat of' Government is
.510 miles, and the area of the district is
50,000 square miles.

Mfr, Angelo: Did you say .510 miles?
-Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, as the crowv flies.

Mfr. Angelo: We are not crows.
Mr. MARSHALL: The Leonora district

has 1,786 voters. It is 620 miles from the
seat of government, and comprises 120,000
square miles. Nearly every member who
has spoken about the 'Murchison has ex-
pressed the opinion that it has been un-
justly dealt: with. I do not wish to
elaborate on that. The -Murchison baa
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2,202 voters, twice as many as the Gas-
coyne, four times as many as Roebourne,
antd half as many again as Leonora, The
distance from the seat of government is 830
miles, and it comprises an area of 122,000
square miles. No wonder the member for
Roebourne looks cunning.

Mr. Teeadale: Hle is chioroforuied.
Mir. Corboy: Politically!
Mir. Underwood : You are taking the

North-East angle.
Mfr. MIARSHALL: I am taking a direct

line fromt the seat of government. Anyone
can check my figures from the map.

Mr. Angelo: There are not more than 10
people in the eastern half of the district.

Mir. MARSHALL: Members representing
the Nortli-West have the use of the State
steamiship service, which may not be as
rapid as the railway system to Meekatharra
or the Afurehison. The steamiship service.
however, is supplemented by a rapid aerial
service. The member for OnsCoyne can
reach Geraldtoa by motor from Carnam-von.
in at day.

Mr. Angelo: You are wrong. It takes
four dlays. You have to go through tbe
Upper Cascoyne.

Mr. Corboy: You most make a lot of
stoppages.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is done repeatedly
by people living adjacent to Carnarvon.
The bon. member's boundary comes down
pretty well to the lead mines which are only
28 miles from Oeraldton. The possibility
of travelling from Carnarvon to Geraldton
by car in 24 hours is a very simple matte;,
besides w4hich there is the aerial service as
well as the steamship service.

[iThe Speaker resnmed the Chair.]

Air. Underwood : You cannot drive a
motor ear over the map.

Mr. MARSHALL: From what I can
gather several motor ears have been driven
over the hum,, member. I contend, with all
due respect to the people in the metro-
politan. area, that they are over represented
now. There are 80 members9 of Parliament
in this State and nearly all live in Perth,
more or less. I have always noticed that
whenever any matter affecting the welfare
6f the metropolitan area has come under
notice in this Chamiber all members have
taken a, special interest in it. On the
Address-in-reply nearly every member made
some reference or other to the metropolitan
area. Therefore I am justified in snying
that the metropolitan area has a representa-
tion of go members.

MYr. Hughes: And what do we ever get'
out of itq

Mir. MARSHALL: A very good livelihood
at the expense of the ratepayers. Some
people also acquire the right to study law
at the expense of the ratepayers. t do not
say that the people in the metropolitan area
should -not have representation; I declare
that they have it and that they are very
Well represented.

The Minister for Mines interjected.
Mr. MARSHALL: If anything were re-

quired for Mft. Lawley the Minister for
Mines would not hesitate to raise his voie
in support of it.

Mir, Hughes: What about the Lord-streel
tram?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. MARSHALL: I suppose the member

for East Perth overlooks the fact that the
Mlinister for :%,ines has a motor car. It is
true that onl matters of vital importance
to the mletrop~olitan area almost every menl-
ber gives it his support.

Mr. Hughes:. Thin is why we have been
drinkingutud instead of water for the past
three years.

Mr. MINARSHALL: If the hion. member
has been drinking mud it has proved
invigorating in his ease.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. menm-
ber miust keep to the subject before the
Chair.

Mr. MARSHALL. Before the Commission
bad any right to start on the readjustment
of the boundaries, the Prem~icr should hlive
gone to the espouse of getting the rolls
thoroughly revised and brought tip to
dlate. PE'very member, however, has Corn-.
pinined about the state of the rolls.
Some members have said, " You ;vill
find such and such a number off the
roll and that number will compensate for
those who are not legitimately on the
roll."' Such an assertion cannot be proved.
There are very few on the rolls who are not
entitled to hlave their names there. But I
have known of eases where names have
been struck off the roll, when those names
should have been allowed to remain. In
the outback parts of the State the same
facilities as are to be found in the more
populated districts do~ not exist. People
can secure enrolment outback only through
the agency of the police and registrars. On
the Murchison there are only two registrars.

The Minister for Mines: There are hon-
orary electoral officers.

Mr. MARSHALL: The only honorary
officers who arc authorised to enrol people
are the police, and these officers, when
patrolling, do their utmost to carol those
who are prospecting or working in remote
parts. The police, however, whent onl patrol,
do not go beyond the station homesteads.
The main object is to reach those home-
steads and the enrolment cards are left
there. It is only once in 12 months, how-
ever, that men come in from distant places,
nod then those people are so anxions to
reach the towns that they do not bother
about enrolling. Their sole desire is to get
away from the keen hard living that they
have been experiencing and to reach the
towns. If by any chauce they neglect to
attend to the claim cards they are not en-
rolled. It happens too that their names, if
they happen to be on the roll, are
struck off by the registrar, who declares
that he has no proof that these men
are still in the district. The experi-
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enee is that names are put on to-day
and struck off to-morrow. The member for
Roebourne may display his ignorance by
laughing, but f assure him what I say is a
fact. The registrar is in charge of the roll
at Meekatharra, and though he is a conscien-
tious officer, it is by virtue of the fac:t that
he cannot get the information he requires,
that lie is obliged to strike names off the
roll. He has to work on the fact that lie
does not see the people. They come front
Peak Hill to-day and go out to Wiluna to-
morrow, and so make it difficult for the re-
gistrar to attend to their enrolment. I enter
myI~ protest against the state in w-hich the
rolls are to be found to-day. I did claim
that the rolls were going to make a great
deal of difference to the boundaries.

Mr. Underwood: They are nil bad.
Mr. M1ARSHALL: Thea in that respect

they are like the hon. member.
Mr. SPEAKER; Order!
Mr. MARSHALL: If the outback parts

of the State are going to prosper, that pros-
perity can be brought about only by giving
the distant districts the representation in this
Rouse to which they are entitled. 'We can-
not do that on the boundaries proposed in
the Bill. It is utterly impossible for anyone
to represent the "Murehison if the boundaries
are to remain as the Bill proposes. It will
be quite impossible to go over the electorate.

Mr. Teesale. Do your best.
Mr. MARSHALL: I will certainly do that

even if I hare to use camels. No one man,
I care not who he be, can properly represent
the people in the proposed aew Murchisen
area.

Mr. Underwood: Cannot the people look
after themselves?

Mr. MARSHALL: It would be better if
the lion. member looked after himself, With
regard to the metropolitan area being well
cntered for by the fact that t'he mnajority
,of members live within its boundaries, 1.
would like to read to the House the expressed
convictions of that wonderfully intelligent
-representative in the Senate for the State
of Western Australia, Mr. Kingsluill, who
says in an interview with the "'West Aus-
-tralian'' I

The removal of the Federal Parliament
to Canberra will heck the preponderant
political influence of Victoria and 'New
South Wales-

As members of this Parliament, we know that
Westernu Australia, as a federated State, does
-not get the same deal as the other States,
whichm are situated more closely to the seat
,of Government, States like Victoria and New
'South Wales. The very same thing applies
to the Bill under discussion, that the elec-
torates far removed from the seat of our
own Government will be neglected by
virtue of the fact that they have not
the same political pull as those which
are in closer proximity to the capital.
I challenge any representative of the "Mur-
cison electorate, whether it be myself or
another, to go over that vast area and give

it adequate representation. Personally I
care net what the results of the Bill may be.

Mr. Teesdale: You are pretty right
Mr. MARSHALL: I ant seldom wrong. I

care not n-hat may ha ppen In mep politically.
If the Premier imself contends that this
Bill is justifiable on the qu.otas adopted by
the Royal Conission, the inevitable infer-
ence is that the State is going back. If this
redistribution of seats is fair, the population
must be decreasing.

Mr. Mroney: Centralising.
Mr, MARSHALL: On the rolls of two

3-ears ago as compared with the rolls of
to-day, assuming thenm to he correct, the Pre-
inier niost. admiit that our iminigiation
scheme is a disninl failure. I have litre the
census figures Of two ycars age wvhicli, if
they- erA at all, mecan that there are about
5 pe~r cent, miore peoplc in the State than
those figures indicate. The census of the
4th April, 1921, discloses certain things. If
the electoral rolls used for the purpose of
this redistribntion of boundaries ure -nrrect,
then it follows, for that census of 1921, that
only one piort ion of this State has shown anl
increase, and that portion is the agricultural
area, which in two years haa gained the
paltry increase of 1,069 people. The Premier
acted very indiscreetly w-hen he allowed the
Royal Commissioners to work en the rolls
before these lad beeni given a thorough over-
hauling, amid had been inscribed wvith thil
eligible names that were off them. In the
Miirchison goldlields district, according to
the census of 1921, the p~opulation was 3,554.
According to the rolls used for the redistri-
bution, the same district on the 24th May,
1923, which is tw-o years later, had 2,654, or
890 less. It follows that the population of
the Murchison goldfields has been renning
away at the rate of 450 per year-*hieh is
not in accordance with fact. As for the
metropolitan area, the 1921 census discloses
a population of 90,000. On the rolls used by
the Royal Commission, the metropolitan area
on the 24th May, 1923, had a population of
83,00 0 --or 7,000 less than two years pre-
viously. Is that correct?

Mr. Underwood: It is not correct. The
figures are incorrect all round.

Mr. MARS$HALL: On those figuores, if they
are correct, the Premier must admit that his
migration scheme is an absolute failure.
True, all the migrants were not entitled to
be en the roll, but all those who entered the
State 18 months previously ware so entitled.
If the Premier says that this redistribution
is fair, lie is in effect saying that his immi-
gration scheme is a down-right failure. Let
us take the point of community of interest.
If hon. members will look at the map hang-
ing on the wall, they will observe that the
M\urchison electorate comes down to Maya,
which is purely an agricultural area. More-
over, on the south-west corner the seat is
within a stone's throw of Buntine, midway
on the Wongan Hills railway. What com-
munity of interest have the farmers of Maya
and Etatine, with the' miners of Wiluna?
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T do not wish to speak in any way offensively
0, the Royal Comumissioners. I have mnet
only one of them, the Chief Electoral Officer;
and himt I met for the first time a few days
ago,

Hon. P. Collier: You have not met the
Chief Justice?

Mr. MARSHALL: My oniy fear is that
I tony meet the Chief Justice before I wish
it. Mr. Canun I scarcely know. I desire to
say, without attacking the Commissioners,
thnt I do not think they took th~ir job as
seriously as they would have done if they
had thought they would have been given
the opportunity to amiend their work. I
think they were hurried over the job, and did
not take into I till consideration the basis
laid down for them in the Electoral Districts
Act. They were in a hurry to give this re-
distribution scheme to the Premier in order
that it might be submitted to Parliamtent for
discussion as early ais possible. Still, I be-
lieve the Commnissioners did what they con-
conscientiously believed to be right and
proper.

Mr. Pickering: In the time thiey had avail-
able.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. Another difficulty
was that their hands Were tied in miany re-
spects. However, I imist say that the Coin-
nissiaeg did nlot itt161 their obligations tin-
der the Act in accordance with which they
had to work. They did not do the work na
desired by Parliament. Let me quote fromn
Inst session's debate on the Electoral Dis-
tricts Bill. I was complaining abo-ut the
state of the rolls, and the Premier said, in
effect, that I had no reason to fear, because
myself and the member for Gascoyin would
have to represent only 1,500 electors.

The Pretnier: Did I say that?
'Mr. MARSHALL: Yes.
The Premtier: I amn very sorry io'leed.
Mr. MARSHALL: The Premier's exact

words were-
Your quot is 1,500, and so is that of

the Cascoyne electorate.
The Premier: Aren't you satisfied? You

have 1,500, and a few more.
Mr. 'MARSHALL: What is going to be-

come of the extra 700? The Premier is ntak-
ing moe a present of that number. I do not
mind the additional electors, but I object to
the vastness of the area. The Premier him-
self has absolutely been dleceived regarding
tis Bill. It can be proved from "Hansard"
that be never contemplated that the outer
goldfields would be called upon to surrender
five seats. In fact, the quota of 1,500 slug-
gested by the Premier woutld give the Mur-
ehison two seats. As regards community of
interest, I nsk the Premier to consider what
community of interest there can be hetweest
the lead miners of 'Northampton and the rural
Workers and farmers of Greenough? That is
not a. fair thing. There is -vo community of
interest in that case. No member for Green-
ongli ca-n conscientiously represent the two
sets oft interests, Therefore, the Premier
would be wise to scud this Bill back to the

Commissioners, if that is possible. Evidently
the mneasure is going to pass its second read-
ing. I suggest to the Premier that he should
indicate to the Commissioners where amend-
ments are desirable onl the score of corn.
munitv of interests and distance from the
seab of goveranment. Undoubtedly, the pro-
posed Murchison district should have two
members. No member will say that what the
Bill proposes is fair repiresentation.

'Mr. Pickering: Nobody has said it.
'Mr. M ARSHALL: N~evertheless it is evi-

dent that immbers will accept it. If the Bill
be sent back to the Commissioners, I hope it
will be aceonmpanied by a recommendation
that the anomalies so apparent in the Mur-
ciison boundaries shall be adjusted.

Mr. Pickering: -. Tiat is not the only one.
Mr. 'MARSHALL: No, but it is the one

With which I not most conversant.
The Premier:- If you had 50 to talk about,

I don't know When we shonld fiaisb.
Mr. 'MARSHALL: Without any political

thought for the future, I enter a protest
against thu Bill, because the people of the
Murchiscan aire of too fine a type to be de-
prived of their frsnchise. Not only have
they pioneered the iniing iicustry, but they
have pioneered :also the pastoral industry. By
their adventurous spirit iii travelling inland,
they paved the wvay for thu pastoral inidustry
that meat.is so much to the State to-day. The
Government and their suipporters should be
the last to persecute the people of the Miur-
ch ison by inadequate political representation.
I give the member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo)
credit for his admission that there is comn-
mutnity of interest in the Mfurchison olkAtdrate,
but I do not think he can argue that the peo-
ple of the Cascoyne should have a voting
strength douible that of the people of the
'Murchison. The Murchison has only 53 elec-
tors below its maximum. I have here a
notification that n option has been granted
by the Chemical Supply Company ever the
big manrganese deposits at Peakc Bill. Hun.
nmembers can imagine the activity that will
be displayed on the Murchison as the result
of the taking of that optin.

Mu-. Angelo: I s a railway to be bu'ilt?
Mr. M1ARSH1ALL: r do not know about

tb~tt, butt in Cansequence of the activities that
Will shortlyv be evidenced on the Horevshne,
tlr' 31 urihison will hav-e iore tihan its quota
of el-etors within three innnth,;, and] so will
he en'titled, with four others, to demand an
ad i ustnient.

The Minister f6r AMines: There are even
great 'r ningr possibilities in Wilmia.

Mr, .\MARSr-ALL:, Tbat is so. If a second
Golden "Mile is to be discovered in this State,
it will certainly be at Wiluina.

The Premier: Then I hope it will be dis-
covered before very long.

'Mr. MARSHIALL: So do Y, and I hope the.
Premier will give the district better political
representation.

The Premier: I am afraid that will not
serve to open tip the mines.
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Mr. MARSHALL: But it will give tho
people greater contentment with which to face
their many difficulties. The Bill does not
afford the justice and eqjuilvY that weJe cou-
templated by the Premier. The Premier
himself has been deceived by the Bill, as is
shown by his statement of last session, when
he declared that the Murchison would have
not more than 1,500 electors. I appeal to the
Premier to be fair.

The Prenier: Conie across here and talk
it over quietly.

Mr. MARSHALL: Distance from the seat
of government, one of the considerations for
the Commission, has been entirely ignored in
respect of the Murchison as against Northam.

The Premier: Where is Northam?
'Mr. MARSHALL: Northam is P6 miles

by railway from the seat of governmont. It
Corers a 'very small area, yet its quota is
2,925, or only 000 more than that of the Mar-
chisn,. The people of the 'Murchison regard
Northam as a sub~urb of Perth. It is not
uneonmmon for Perth people to motor to Nor-
them and back in a day, joy riding.

The Premier: Have you been joy riding
up there?

Mir. 'MARSHALL: No, I san dubions about
joy riding to Northam, for I sce the effects
of it on the Premier. Other comparisons just
as glaring may be drawn-I am referring
to the Bill-indicating positively that the
Commissioners did not take into consideration
distance from the seat of government. Thus
Pingelly, 130 miles distant, has a quota of
2,509, or only 300 more than that of the
Murchison, which is six times Pingelly's (lis-
tance from Perth. Again, Wagin, 193 miles
from the seat of government, has a quota of
2,699, with an area that is but a fraction
of that of the Murchison:

The Premiier: Well, what are you growling
aboutI

Mr. MARSHALL: T am growling because,
not being a glutton, I do not require anything
like the area I have to represent. I amn not
taking a personal view of this. Ihave been
representing the Murchison for the past two
and a-half years, and possibly I shall not
represent it after the next election.

The Minister for M1ines: Do not say that.
Mfr. MARSHALL: I mean it for, unlike

the Minister for Mines, I realise that where
there is one good man, there may he another
still better. I do not knowv who will represent
the 'Murchison after the next election.

The Minister f or Mines: I will put in a
petition that you represent it.

Mr. MARSHALL: I thank the Minister.
Mr. Corboy: That will be the end c-f you.
Mr. MARSHALL: There are many glaring

anomalies in the Bill. The Commissioners
drifted away from the instructions in the
Electoral Districts Bill. If it be lawful to
refer the Dill back to the Commissioners, 1
ask the Premier to do it, and to give the
people of the M.urchison a fairer deal than
the Bill gives them. I make an appeal on

behalf of the people of the
deserve far better treatment
plated for them in the Dill.

Mu'rehison, who
than is contem-

Mr. CUN "-INGHA~d (Kalgoorlie) [9.58]:
We have heard a number of interesting
speeches for and against the Bill. During
the progress of the debate I thought we
should have had from the Ministerial side of
the House something to indicate what the
Premier proposes to do in respect of the
anomalies in the Bill. There is not the slight-
est doubt that, in the opinion of a majority
of members, a grave injustice has been done
to the electors of the Murchison; and not
only that, but an injustice also to the outer
miner areas generally. It is somewbate late
to refer to the discussion that took place
when the Bill for the appointment of the
Commission was under consideration. Pro-
tests were entered from this side of the
House. it was pointed out that the bandhi of
the Commission were tied and that we could
not expect to get a satisfactory redistribution
from a Commission so placed. Therefore it
is not surprising that the Bill is disappointing
to a majority of members. Supporters of the
Government are not all in sympathy with the
measure. Member after member has made it
clear that there must be some alteration be-
fore the Bill passes its third reading. The
measure is unfair to the MUrchisoon area and
to the whole of the outer mining area. The
member for Leonora (Mr. Heron) told the
House of the impending increase in the num-
ber of employees on the Sons of Uwalia ise.
Hundreds of additional men, together with
their wives, will be qualified to be enrolled.

M-%r. 'Vann: Where will they come from?

Mr. OUNNINOHAMI: From all parts of
the State. To-day they are following other
occupations, and are merely waiting to get
back to their former positions on the mine.
The employment of these additional men will
attract other people to the district, and thus
the number of electors w-ill be greatly in-
creased. it is most inopportune to proceed
with the Bill at present. The mining indus-
try for some time past has been sufferinig
from depression due to the war, but we know
that mines now operating in a small way
will be capable of absorbing a larger number
of men as soon as the cost of mining requi-
sites is redaced. The Bill contains provision
for the readjustment of boundaries and the
reallocation of electors in order to give addi-
tional representation to those districts where
an increase of population occurs. Hut we
shall be faced with a general election next
year and, if this Bill becomes law, the Parlia-
ment elected under its provisions will have a
life of three years. We hare a shifting
population not only in the mining areas, but
in the South-West and even in the city itself.
The group settlement policy is resulting in a
large number of people moving to the South-
West ad this movement will continues so
that the number will be greatly increased be-
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fore the election takes; place. Is there any
possibility of a readjustment of boundaries
before the electiont -in the interests of the
whole of the people the best course would
be to reject the Bill on the second reading.
Three years ago we had an election under
the existing Act. A number of anomalies
have been discovered since then, but we
may safely hold the next election under the
existing Act. The deputy Leader of the
Country Party said that in the event of
provision being made to give the Murchison
an additional seat, it could be taken f romn
the mietropolitan area, as this would mean
giving the remaining 14 metropolitan inen-
bers only 500 additional electors each. It
was pointed out by way of interjection,
however, that if one seat were taken from
the 23 agricultural seats, it would mean an
addition of only 132 electors for each of
the remaining 22 country members. As the
Commissioners were directed by facts, so
should we be influenced by facts in deter-
mining whether to pass or reject the second
reading of the Bill. I believe sonme effort
will be made to grant the Murchison addi-
tional representation. Under the instruc-
tions laid down in the Act of last session, I
consider the Commission had no alternative
to recommending a redistribution on the
lines suggested. Their hands were tied.
This was stressed last year and the Premier
was informed of the necessity for cleansing
the rolls. The Premier promised that the
rolls would be attended to.

The Premier: So they have been.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM: Nothing has been

done beyond striking off the rolls a few
hundred names.

The Premier: Do not make any mistake
about that.

Kr. CUNNINGHAM: Very few additional
names have been added.

The Premier: A good many have been
added.

Air. CUNNINGHAM: No machinery was
made available for adding names save that
a few posters were seat out to local authori-
ties. The very material on which the Com-
mission had to work was wrong. They
could not suggest a satisfactory alteration
of boundaries, because of the faulty
premises on which their work was founded.
This is a substantial reason why the Bill
should not be passed. What is the use of
saying we have a measure for the better
representation of the people when we know
the very foundation of the measure is
faulty? In the interests of the people the
Premier should withdraw the. Bill, have the
rolls cleansed and see that all eligible ee-
tots are enrolled. If this were done, we
czould hope to get a measure that would give
fair representation. I cannot say whether
the Bill will or will not bevefit me
as the representative of Kalgoorlie. It will
be necessary for most members to await
the declaration of the poll before they are
able to answer the question. In January
last after a bard fight, I won my seat, and
I believe I can w-in it agaia under this

measure. Therefore my opposition to the
Bill does not arise from personal considera-
tions. I intend to vote against it because
the premises on which it is founded are
faulty. It is recognised by members gener-
ally, including the Premier, that the rolls
arc not in order and that the Commissioners
had not the material on which to draft an
equitable Bill.

.r. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [10.131:
1 hope the Bill will be rejected on the
second reading. We know the whip has
been cracked, that the numbers are up and
that members are present to support it.
Members sitting behind the Government
will lay their hands on their hearts and
declare they are out for a fair redistribu-
tion and are doing the best possible in the
interests of the country. But we have
heard that tale before. We heard it during
the great gerrymandering session.

The Premier: What did you say in 1913
when your blessed Bill was before ust

Air. McCallum: It was not a blessed Bill.
Mr. LUTEY : In the central goldfields

area it would have been an easy matter for
the Commission to square up the boundaries.
Some anomalies exist. Ant anomaly in Kal-
goorlie occurred through the gerrymandering
Bill.

Mr. Harrison: What is the definition of
gerrymandering?

Mr. LUTEY: This Bill. I referred to
what was knowvn as Keenan's Gap. The
politicians concerned did not hesitate to alter
the boundaries in their own inteitests. There
was a well-defined railway lie available as
a boundary, but they crossed it and took ot
one particular block, on which a few of the
silvertails in Kalgoorlie lived, and placed
it in the Kalgoorlie electorate. I should have
thought the Commissioners, if they had takten
any interest in the matter, would have
straightened out the boundary, and pat the
block back into its rightful position. It
would, have been in m~y electorate; not that
I Want it.

The Premier: If they had done all that
you wanted them to do the Bill would have
been spoilt.

Mr. LtJTEY: It has been said that a
schoolboy could have arranged these boun-
daries. I notice also another inorsaly in
Boulder. The Boulder road makes a well-
defined boundary, but five or six houses were
put into the Boulder electorate, instead of
the adjoining one. The Commissioners have
left these houses in the game electorate as
they were in before. Bad the Commissioners
looked at these boundaries they must have
straightened them up. No member opposite
has justified the deprivation of the goldields
of five seats. The proposed Murchison elec-
torate is a monstrosity. It will be the end
of the Mitchell Government if it is left as it
is. It will be an act of suicide on the part
of the Government if they neglect this mat-
ter. I do not wish- to cover the ground al-
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ready covered by members on this side, as
well as by the member for York (Mr. Lath-
am).

Mr. Mann: h-e did not favour your side.
Mr. LUTEY:- His remarks concerning the

outer goldfields vere rauch appreciated by
me. They show that he possesses a measure
of fairness towards the pioneers who have
blazed the track in this country, but who
have had so little consideration at the hands
of the Government. The member for Sussex
(Mr. Pickering) did not hesitate to speak
his mind freely. The whip that has been
Scourging members supporting the Govern-
mnent has brought them to their plaees to-
night. Some of them are almost strangers.
Notwithstanding this the member for Sussex
told the Government what he thought of the
Bill. I am sure his electors will commend
him for his courage in speaking his wind
and in opposing the Government.

Mr. 'McCallum: flow is be going to vote!
Mr. LUTEY: I believe he will vote with

the Labour Party. Xe will be applauded by
his electors if he does so. If this Bill is
carried the public will do as they did after
the gerrymandering Bill. They will stand
for what is right and just, and see that the
Government responsible for the perpetration
of this redistribution arc relegated to private
lif e.

The Premier:- You will use it for all you
are worth, whether it is good or bad, just as
you did in the other case.

Mr. LUTEY: We have no option but to
do so. I am astonished to think that the
Premier should attempt to justify the boun-
daries of the Murchison electorate.

The Premier: Think a little further.
Mr. LUTEY: There ore likely to be de-

velopnments in that electorate in the near
future. I believe the population of the outer
goldfields wilt increase very shortly by leaps
end bounds, at a faster rate than is possible
in any other part of the State. Even in the
South-West, where so much settlement is
going on, there is not likely to be the increase
in population that should occur in the outer
goldfields. f believe we shall shortly find the
central goldfields entitled to an additional
member. I hope, at anl events, fair treat-
ment will be meted out to the Murchison
district, and that wider representation will
be given to the outback pioneers who have
done so much to build up Western Australia.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
.Norha-in reply) (10.22]1 : I have

listened for several weeks to the discussion
on this Bill, but to-night's discussion eclipses
all. No two members opposite have agreed
in their points of view. The last speaker
referred to the 1911 Bill. He said they were
going to use this Bill as they used that one
to get this party out of office.

Mr. Latey: We will do it.
The PREMIER: I do not see how mem-

hers opposite can vote together against this
measure. The member for South Fremantle

(Mr. McCallum) has nothing in common with
the member for Murehison (Mr. Marshall).
The member for Brown Hill-Ivan hoe (Mr.
Lutey) has contradicted his leader. The
Lender of the Opposition said the provisions
for the central goldfleldsa were all right, and
he is the member for Boulder. The member
for Brown Mllveanhoe, however, Bays they
are all wrong.

Mr. Lute-n I said the boundaries could he
improved if the Commissioners would only
look at the map.

Mr, 'McCallum- How has your crowd
agreed I

Hion. P. Collier: The same objectiob lies
over there. The Bill was most highly comi-
mended by gome, hit soundly troonced by
others.

The PREMrER: The member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. NV. C. Angwin) said
the Bill ivas fair, and suited his purpose.
The member for Past Perth (Mr. Hughes)
said it was unfair, and was madle for the
parties sitting on this side of the House.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Of the members
opposite only four agreed, namely these re-
presenting thc North-West.

The PREMI3ER: No two members opposite
have agreed to anything.

Mr. 'Wilson, What did the member for
Sussex say?

The PREMIER:. The member for Cole
(M.%r. Wilson) took a turn, and read a peti-
tion. I never saw such a conflict of opinion
amongst members opposite. They generally
agree to some extent. What are they going
to do about it How is the member for Collie
going to vote? Xe cannot rote with the
member for South Fremantle.

Mr. Wilson: I will vote with the member
for Sussex.

The PREMTER: The discussion has been
of a contradictory nature. Members opposite
are going to vote against the Bill, all because
of the Mlurchison scat.

'Mr. "McCallum-: Not at all.
The PREMfIER: I nwant to get rid of the

Bill, so I will not ay much about it now.
Mr. Mc~allumn: You may not have the

numbers next week.
Ren. P. Collier: Some of them may drift

away. A few of them are pretty slippery
on this question.

The PREMI~ER:. They are more consistent
than hon. members opposite, who, on their
speeches, will not he able to vote together.

Ron. P. Collier: Yes, for different reasons.
The PREMIER: I suppose they will. There

are 12 members of the Opposition present to-
night, and for 12 different, reasons they aire
going to vote against the Bill.

Hon. P. Collier:, There are 20 different
objections to it from our point of view.

The PREMIER: We passed the Electoral
Districts Bill at the end of last session and
the Commissioners were appointed. I need
not ear why. The House agreed there must
be a redistribution of seats, and that the
time was over-ripe for it. All sides also agreed
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that the fixing of the boundaries shkould be
done by a Commission. The Commnission has
now dlone its work. I think it has acted with-
in the provisions of the Electoral Districts
Act. Whetbier the Commission has fixed the
boundaries as members would wish remains
to be seen. It is very easy to be wise after
the event. The Commission eoumpri4ed the
best men whlo could be selected. I am glad
nothing has been said against the integrity or
the intentions of the Commission. All that
has been said is that the boundaries, particu-
larly of the Murchison district, could hare
been differently placed.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Only in the case of the
Mu rchison I

Th$ PREMTIER: Of toarse the hon. macrn-
her himself objected to the boundaries of
his electorate, and the member for South
Fremnantle also objected.

'%r. J. HI. Smith: I objected more to the
Plantagenet electorate.

The PREMIER: It would not be fair to
recapitulate all that has bean said by mem-
bers. Before I sit d]own I intend to tell the
House what w~ill happen. 'What we on this
side desire, and I hope members apposite
desire, is to provide such representation as
n-ill best serve the interests of this country.
We have no other desire than to have the
boundaries fixed in such a way as to effect
this. It would be ridiculous to follow the
advice of the member for South Fremantle,
who advocates one vote one value in a coun-
try like Western Australia. lIt is all very
well to say that those interests should not
be represented, and should be entirely dis-
regarded, and that the great miajority of peo-
ple living in the back ecuntry should have
but little representation. IfI the menmber for
South Frenmantle had his way it would take
four outback seats to provide this House
with one representative. We have done bet-
ter than that. The representation provided
under tbis Bill is fair to the conntry and in
its best interests. It is the kiud of repre-
sentation which has always been provided
under the lawvs of the State. Itt is the only
way in a great scattered country such as this
is, with its small population, to provide for
the representation. of the people. I ant very
glad that there has been so little suggestion
of unfairness during the debate. I remember
very well the discussion which took place
oil the 1911 Bill, and I reameamber very well
the result, which was that my frienas op-
posite camne on thoso benches, not because
they had very much to say for themselves,
but because of w-hat they had to say against
the Bill of that period.

'Mr. leCalluni: History will repeat itself.
The PREMIER: No doubt may friends

opposite will make full use of this Bill dur-
ing the general election.

'Mr. McCallum: You can bet your life we
will. We will let the people know what it
means. We w-on't let them be deceived.

The PREMI1ER: I hope the member for
Murchiron (M.Nr. Marshall) will tell his elec-
tors that the member for South Fremantle

(Mr. 'McCallum) wished to take away three
out of four of the votes they have.

Mr. _McCallum: I will go to the Murchison
and tell the people what you have been try-
ing to do.

The PREMITER:- As for the results of this
redistribution, the member for Collie (Mr.
Wilson) is rather counting his chickens be-
fore they are hatched. I am prepared to
trust the people wherever they may he found.

Hon. P. Collier: But the farming districts
latterly seem to be controlled by some out-
side organisation.

Mr. Latham: A jolly good organisation.
The PREMIER: I doubt whether anyone

can foretell what, the effects of a redmatribti-
tien of seats will be. I think the people
will exercise a. 'wise discretion when it comes
to voting. All we have to do is to see that
thme people are given a fair chance by the
redistribution, it has been said that in sev-
eral electorates the maximum number has
been very nearly reached. That is true, but
I think it has been overlooked that we are
going to have a great revival1 on the gold-
fields- at Leenorai and Wiluna.

Mr. Marshall: I did not say that. I said
that a big sumi of money was going to be
spent in the Murchison in the very near
future.

Mr. SPEARER: Order!
The PREMIER: I am iteclined to agree

with. the miember for -Murchison. Thousands
of electors are being added to the rolls each
year. That means that the quota: will he in-
creased. We need not, therefore, fear the
positioen in that regard. At first I did think
that in a number of electorates the votes
were far too near the maximum. still,
when in five electorates the maximum is
reached, there must be another redistribution.
I think we err in imagining there is very
much danger in that connection. The rolls
are not in the condition some bon. members
have sought to make out. I know the rolls
are not perfect, have never been perfect, and
never will he perfect. But there were 172,900
voters on our roll on the 24th May, and on
the Federal roll on the 26th If14 there were
172,50O-only a difference of 460. S9o there
cannot have b~een any great mistake. ]Resides,
we have compulsory enrolment.

'Mr. Latham: And you know it is not a
stucess.

'Mr. .1. IT. S9mith: H-ow (10 you account
for people being 18 marnts and two years in
a town and remaining uneurolled ?

The PRE-MIER: I thinik compuhory en-
rolment is a success. However, people do
move about the country a great deal. Ap-
proximately 20,000 persons chainge their place
of residence each year. fn cenuectian with
the State rolls, 6,000 notices were posted
abcut the country, on railwayi stations, public
buildings, poAn offices, municipal offices, and
so on1.

Mr. Iles: It has been proved time and
agrain that that is no use. The people do not
read those notices, which are only a waste of
money.

806



[20 SEPTEMBER, 1923.J]

Mr. Chesson: In the back country the peo-
pie re~er see them.

The PREMIER: If the people wvill not
look, of course, they wiLl not see thenm. Fur-
ther, dodgers were sent to a great nmany peo-
pie, and members of Parliament were writ-
ten to, and everything possible was done to
get the rolls into a proper condition.

Mr. Pickering: But what about the new
arrivals, who could not be enrolled then but
would become eligible later?

The PREMIER: I have said that next
year thousands of those men will go on the
roll, such as the men who, with their wives,
have gone on the land in the Sussex elector-
ate, A house to house canvass is the most
unsatisfactory method possible. If the hus-
band happens to be away from home when
the canvasser calls, his inme is struck off the
roll.

Mr. Hughes:- The name canaot be struck
off without objection.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If the husband was
away from home, the wife would tell the can-
vasser where he was.

The PREMIER: The name is struck ot
the roll all the same. I do not know that I
need say much more to-night.

Mr. McCallum: No, You have the on-n
hers,

The PREMIER: I do not know that 1
need go over everything that has been said.
Every objection raised, and every suggestion
made, by every lhon. member is, of coarse, on
record, Before proceeding to the Comnmittee
stage I propose to refer the schedules to the
Bill again to the Commissioners, with the dis-
cussion here.

Hen. W. C. Angwin: The Act does not
say you can do that.

The PREMIER: The Act permits me to
do that.

Hon. "IV, C. Angwin: But it does niot say
you shall do that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
The PREMIER: I only want the best

possible measure that can be devised. There
,an be no possible objection to improving
,be Bill it the suggestions made during
bie debate can bring about any improve-
ment. I doubt if there is vefy much wrong
with the Bill. H Eowever, some objections have
been raised, and before we pass the Bill
finally we can go into the objections raised
tand the suggestions made. I do not think
anyone camn possibly take. exception to

Ki.Before concinding, I wish to ex-
Zarc&' my appreciation of the moderation
which has heen shown during the discuqsion.
kMthoug.- many niews have been expressed
vith whien .,do not agree at all, there has
aeen a niodern'a->n that we alt ought to com-
riend. it is so e~~:when a Redistribution
if Seats Bill comes before the House, to have
tdiscussion which is calc,:.'ated to exercise

iome influence upon the ga .a election
&hich necessarily ensues on such a E721 We
-an congratulate ourselves on the fact vLZ-t
;his discussion has been on the lines of sn,2-
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gesting means to improve the measure. I
realise that no Redistribution of Seats Bill
could suit everybody, that some hon. memi-
hers would be bound to object to it. I hope
the second reading will be carried.

MAr. SPEAKLER: As this is a ]Bill to alter
the constitution of the Hoose, it is necessary,
under the Constitution Act, that it be carried
by an absolute mnajority of the House, that
26 menmhers or more shall vote in favour of
it.

Question put and a division taken with the
foliloiring result:-

Ayes - , -- 28
Noes -- -- .- 14

'Majority for

Mr. Angelo
Sir. Hz-one
Mr. Carter
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Davies
Mr. Denton
SMr. Durack
Mr. George
Sir. Gibson
Mr. Harrison
Mr. Htckatt
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lathes
Mr. H. K. Maley

M4r. Angwin
Mr. Cheseon
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Hughes
Sir. Lambert

AYES.

NOES

-- -- 14

Mr, Mann
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Mtoney
Mr. Plesse
SMr. Richardson
Mr. Sampeon
Mr. Seeddani
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Stubhs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. A. Thomson
Mir. J. Thomson

Mr. Underwood
1Mr. Mullana-

(Teller.)

SMr. Lutey
Mr. Marsbsil
Mr. MeCalluin
Mr. Piclkering
Mr. Walker
SMr. Wilston
Mr. Munele

(Tailer.)
Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

Hlouse adjourrned at 10.45 p.m,
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